


NSSE 2009 Benchmark Comparisons

Interpreting the Benchmark Comparisons Report

Mean Comparisons

Level of Academic Challenge (LAC)

NSSEville State University compared with:

i i C i C SS 2009SS i S

Statistical Significance
Benchmarks with mean differences that are larger than would be expected by 
chance alone are noted with one, two, or three asterisks, denoting one of three 
significance levels (p<.05, p< .01, and p<.001). The smaller the significance level, 
the smaller the likelihood that the difference is due to chance. Please note that 
statistical significance does not guarantee that the result is substantive or 
important. Large sample sizes (as with the NSSE project) tend to produce more 
statistically significant results even though the magnitude of mean differences may 
be inconsequential.  It is recommended to consult effect sizes to judge the practical 
meaning of the results.

Effect Sizea



Class Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c

First-Year 49.8 ** .12 53.4 *** -.15 52.2  -.06
Senior 55.4 * .10 56.4  .03 55.7  .07

Mean  a

51.4
56.8

a Weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institutional size. 
b * p<.05 ** p<.01 ***p<.001 (2-tailed). 
c Mean difference divided by the pooled standard deviation.

Distributions of Student Benchmark Scores

NSSE 2009 Benchmark Comparisons
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Level of Academic Challenge (LAC)

Mean Comparisons Indiana University of Pennsylvania compared with:

IUP PASSHE Carnegie Class Selected Peers
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Class Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c

First-Year 40.6  .03 43.0 *** -.11 41.5  -.02
Senior 50.9  .07 51.2  .05 49.6 *** .15

Mean  a

41.1
52.1

a Weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institutional size. 
b * p<.05 ** p<.01 ***p<.001 (2-tailed). 
c Mean difference divided by the pooled standard deviation.

Distributions of Student Benchmark Scores

NSSE 2009 Benchmark Comparisons
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Active and Collaborative Learning (ACL)

Mean Comparisons Indiana University of Pennsylvania compared with:

IUP PASSHE Carnegie Class Selected Peers



Class Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c

First-Year 32.9  .06 34.8  -.04 34.3  -.01
Senior 45.0  -.03 41.0 *** .16 40.2 *** .20

NSSE 2009 Benchmark Comparisons
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Student-Faculty Interaction (SFI)

Mean Comparisons Indiana University of Pennsylvania compared with:

IUP PASSHE Carnegie Class Selected Peers

Mean  a

34.0
44.4

a Weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institutional size. 
b * p<.05 ** p<.01 ***p<.001 (2-tailed). 
c Mean difference divided by the pooled standard deviation.

Distributions of Student Benchmark Scores
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Class Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 



Class Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c Mean  a Sig  b
Effect 

Size  c

First-Year 61.3 *** -.16 60.8 *** -.13 59.3  -.05
Senior 60.0 ** -.16 56.9  .01 55.5 * .08

NSSE 2009 Benchmark Comparisons
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Supportive Campus Environment (SCE)

Mean Comparisons Indiana University of Pennsylvania compared with:

IUP PASSHE Carnegie Class Selected Peers

Mean  a

58.3
57.1

a Weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institutional size. 
b * p<.05 ** p<.01 ***p<.001 (2-tailed). 
c Mean difference divided by the pooled standard deviation.
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Example

NSSEville 
State
Mean Mean Sig Effect size Mean Sig Effect size 

LAC 57.1 55.8 * .10 60.5 *** -0.28
ACL 50.3 45.8 *** .28 50.7 -0.02
SFI 37.3 37.2 .01 42.0 *** -0.24
EEE 21.8 30.0 *** -.63 34.4 *** -0.98
SCE 60.9 64.7 *** -.21 69.7 *** -0.49

NSSE 2009 Benchmark Comparisons
With Highly Engaging Institutions

NSSE 2009
Top 50%

NSSE 2009
Top 10%
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Interpreting the Top 10% and Top 50% Comparisons



First-Year Senior

IUP
Mean a Mean a Sig b Effect size c Mean a Sig b Effect size c

LAC 51.4 56.8 *** -.41 58.9 *** -.57
ACL 41.1 47.8 *** -.40 51.7 *** -.61

SFI 34.0 39.1 *** -.26 43.7 *** -.47
EEE 24.9 31.0 *** -.45 32.8 *** -.58
SCE 58.3 66.2 *** -.44 69.1 *** -.59
LAC 56.8 60.1 *** -.24 62.8 *** -.45
ACL 52.1 55.7 *** -.21 59.1 *** -.40

SFI 44.4 48.8 *** -.21 54.2 *** -.45
EEE 39.7 48.1 *** -.47 54.2 *** -.84
SCE 57.1 64.1 *** -.37 67.5 *** -.56

Se
ni

or

02550
75100



First-Year Students

Mean SD b SEM c 5th 25th 50th 75th 95th Sig. f

LEVEL OF ACADEMIC CHALLENGE (LAC)

IUP (N = 1066) 51.4 13.4 .4 29 43 51 61 73

PASSHE 49.8 13.0 .5 29 41 50 58 72 1,769 1.6 .009 .12
Carnegie Class 53.4 13.7 .1 30 44 53 63 76 13,515 -2.0 .000 -.15
Selected Peers 52.2 13.5 .1 30 43 52 61 74 12,690 -.8 .070 -.06

Top 50% 56.8 13.0 .0 35 48 57 66 78 74,149 -5.4 .000 -.41
Top 10% 58.9 12.9 .1 37 50 59 68 79 1,173 -7.4 .000 -.57

ACTIVE AND COLLABORATIVE LEARNING (ACL)

IUP (N = 1138) 41.1 16.1 .5 19 29 38 50 71



Seniors

Mean SD b SEM c 5th 25th 50th 75th 95th Sig. f

LEVEL OF ACADEMIC CHALLENGE (LAC)

IUP (N = 638) 56.8 14.4 .6 32 46 58 67 78

PASSHE 55.4 14.1 .4 31 46 56 65 78 1,886 1.4 .041 .10
Carnegie Class 56.4 14.8 .1 32 47 57 67 80 20,101 .5 .448 .03
Selected Peers 55.7 14.4 .1 31 46 56 66 78 13,494 1.1 .068 .07

Top 50% 60.1 13.7 .0 37 51 61 70 82 646 -3.3 .000 -.24
Top 10% 62.8 13.3 .1 40 54 63 72 84 679 -6.0 .000 -.45

ACTIVE AND COLLABORATIVE LEARNING (ACL)

IUP (N = 666) 52.1 16.9 .7 29 38 52 62 81

PASSHE 50.9 17.3 .5 24 38 50 62 81 1,985 1.2 .128 .07
Carnegie Class 51.2 17.4 .1 24 38 52 62 81 21,211 .9 .179 .05
Selected Peers 49.6 17.3 .1 24 38 48 62 81 14,181 2.5 .000 .15

Top 50% 55.7 16.9 .1 29 43 57 67 86 73,982 -3.6 .000 -.21
Top 10% 59.1 17.2 .1 33 48 57 71 89 16,202 -6.9 .000 -.40

STUDENT-FACULTY INTERACTION (SFI)

IUP (N = 644) 44.4 20.1 .8 17 28 39 56 83

PASSHE 45 0 21 6 6 17 28 44 56



Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Frequency Distributions
August 2009



Sample

Variables

Variable Names

Class
Benchmark

Interpreting the Frequency Distributions Report

The Frequency Distributions  report is based on information from all randomly selected 
students for both your institution and your comparison institutions. Targeted oversamples and 
other non-randomly selected students are not included in this report.

Weighting
Weights adjusting for gender, enrollment status, and institutional size are 
applied to the percentage column (%) of this report. Weights are computed 
separately for first-year students and seniors. Weighted results present a more 
accurate representation of your institution and comparison group students. 
Only the column percents are weighted. The counts are the actual number of 
respondents. Because the counts are unweighted and the column percentages 
are weighted, you will not be able to calculate the column percent directly 
from the count numbers. For more information about weighting, please visit 
the NSSE Web site at 
www.nsse.iub.edu/2009_Institutional_Report/NSSE_2009_Weighting.cfm.

Frequency distributions are reported separately for first-year students and 
seniors. Institution-reported class ranks are used.

The items from the NSSE survey appear in the left column in the same order and wording as 
they appear on the instrument.

The name of each variable appears in the first column for easy reference to your raw data file 
and the Mean Comparisons  report.

Items that comprise the five “Benchmarks of Effective Educational Practice” are indicated by 
the following:
LAC=Level of Academic 
Challenge

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Freq enc Distrib tions a

Count

Column Percentage (%)

Response Options
Response options listed just as 
they appear on the instrument.

This column represents the 
weighted  percentage of 
students responding to the 
particular option in each 
question.

The Count column 
represents the actual number 
of students who responded 
to the particular option in 
each question. Counts are 
unweighted.

SFI=Student-Faculty 
Interaction
EEE=Enriching Educational 
Experiences
SCE=Supportive Campus 
Environment

Challenge
ACL=Active and 
Collaborative Learning

V ariab le R esponse Opt ions Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Co unt % Count %
1a. Never 10 2% 1,003 5% 1,917 6% 6,351 4% 7 2% 602 3% 937 4% 3,773 2%

Sometimes 158 31% 9,276 45% 14,476 42% 65,653 37% 96 19% 7,194 33% 9,772 33% 47,285 27%
Often 191 38% 7,127 34% 12,442 34% 64,626 35% 169 31% 7,649 33% 10,741 32% 62,543 33%
Very often 150 29% 3,377 16% 7,030 18% 44,696 24% 250 48% 7,570 31% 11,379 31% 78,261 38%

Total 509 100% 20,783 100% 35,865 100% 181,326 100% 522 100% 23,015 100% 32,829 100% 191,862 100%
1b. Never 57 11% 3,518 19% 5,573 18% 23,434 15% 7 1% 1,109 6% 1,545 6% 8,445 5%

Sometimes 310 61% 11,820 56% 19,707 55% 96,070 52% 121 21% 8,839 41% 12,395 42% 61,770 34%
Often 116 22% 4,398 20% 8,225 21% 46,873 25% 222 43% 8,362 34% 11,854 33% 72,438 36%
Very often 26 5% 1,037 5% 2,274 6% 14,562 8% 172 35% 4,691 19% 7,007 19% 49,038 24%

Total 509 100% 20,773 100% 35,779 100% 180,939 100% 522 100% 23,001 100% 32,801 100% 191,691 100%
1c. Never 49 10% 3,263 18% 5,137 16% 23,636 13% 82 16% 4,379 20% 6,096 20% 31,065 16%

Sometimes 152 29% 6,885 33% 11,440 32% 58,221 31% 240 47% 9,607 42% 13,342 41% 74,803 38%
Often 187 39% 6,567 30% 11,717 32% 58,917 32% 120 22% 5,583 24% 8,216 24% 50,342 27%
Very often 121 22% 4,072 19% 7,540 20% 40,343 23% 24% 24% 3,-58.112303 16%



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %
1a. Never 34 3% 28 3% 325 3% 189 4% 8 1% 16 2% 260 2% 135 2%

Sometimes 457 40% 345 40% 3,655 36% 1,998 37% 161 24% 265 23% 3,169 25% 1,608 27%
Often 405 36% 306 36% 3,434 34% 1,913 35% 218 33% 354 32% 4,230 32% 1,929 32%
Very often 232 21% 169 21% 2,783 27% 1,250 24% 275 41% 477 43% 5,632 42% 2,367 39%

Total 1,128 100% 848 100% 10,197 100% 5,350 100% 662 100% 1,112 100% 13,291 100% 6,039 100%
1b. Never 224 20% 118 13% 1,588 15% 860 18% 26 4% 39 4% 869 6% 399 7%

Sometimes 637 56% 412 48% 5,267 52% 2,925 53% 195 30% 362 33% 4,218 33% 2,193 37%
Often 223 21% 252 30% 2,490 25% 1,195 22% 267 41% 421 38% 4,818 36% 2,151 35%
Very often 45 4% 69 9% 866 8% 355 7% 176 26% 291 26% 3,456 25% 1,311 20%

Total 1,129 100% 851 100% 10,211 100% 5,335 100% 664 100% 1,113 100% 13,361 100% 6,054 100%
1c. Never 138 13% 92 11% 1,171 11% 679 13% 111 17% 211 19% 2,118 17% 1,097 18%

Sometimes 327 29% 264 32% 2,903 28% 1,572 28% 275 42% 424 38% 4,812 36% 2,254 37%
Often 390 35% 262 31% 3,396 34% 1,708 32% 168 25% 277 25% 3,648 27% 1,600 27%
Very often 270 23% 228 25% 2,717 26% 1,366 26% 106 16% 204 19% 2,742 20% 1,091 18%

Total 1,125 100% 846 100% 17% 1,097 1 , 7 
 81,1251 0 0 % 2 5 %6 7 9



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

1o. FACPLANS Never 261 25% 187 24% 2,097 23% 1,135 23% 59 9% 139 14% 2,350 19% 1,041 20%
(SFI) Sometimes 487 44% 343 44% 4,418 45% 2,304 44% 273 43% 394 37% 5,224 41% 2,352 40%

Often 236 21% 166 21% 2,107 22% 1,093 22% 186 29% 316 29% 3,167 24% 1,494 25%
Very often 114 10% 82 10% 1,039 10% 546 11% 130 20% 228 20% 2,233 16% 1,005 15%

Total 1,098 100% 778 100% 9,661 100% 5,078 100% 648 100% 1,077 100% 12,974 100% 5,892 100%
1p. FACIDEAS Never 456 40% 370 47% 4,158 42% 2,122 42% 182 28% 283 26% 3,999 31% 1,814 31%

(SFI) Sometimes 404 38% 250 33% 3,481 36% 1,866 36% 286 44% 491 45% 5,308 41% 2,411 41%
Often 169 16% 111 14% 1,405 15% 752 15% 122 19% 177 17% 2,323 18% 1,074 18%
Very often 72 6% 45 6% 637 7% 342 7% 58 9% 125 12% 1,344 10% 597 10%

Total 1,101 100% 776 100% 9,681 100% 5,082 100% 648 100% 1,076 100% 12,974 100% 5,896 100%
1q. FACFEED Never 70 7% 54 7% 656 7% 364 8% 21 3% 33 3% 557 5% 315 6%

(SFI) Sometimes 438 41% 303 39% 3,266 35% 1,799 36% 172 27% 297 28% 3,773 31% 1,843 32%
Often 407 38% 300 41% 3,805 40% 1,998 40% 318 50% 485 45% 5,666 43% 2,524 43%
Very often 171 15% 101 13% 1,753 17% 838 16% 129 19% 251 23% 2,824 21% 1,153 19%

Total 1,086 100% 758 100% 9,480 100% 4,999 100% 640 100% 1,066 100% 12,820 100% 5,835 100%
1r. WORKHARD Never 64 6% 33 5% 571 7% 362 7% 38 7% 52 5% 663 6% 367 6%

(LAC) Sometimes 414 39% 280 38% 3,276 36% 1,827 36% 225 35% 349 34% 4,172 34% 2,041 36%
Often 432 40% 313 41% 3 727 39% 1 950 39% 2 Tm
(41%)Tj
ET
Q.41%



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

1v. DIFFSTU2 Never 139 14% 93 12% 1,047 12% 532 12% 62 10% 88 9% 1,261 10% 555 10%
(EEE) Sometimes 363 33% 263 34% 2,995 32% 1,545 32% 234 35% 362 33% 4,244 34% 1,870 32%

Often 300 27% 219 30% 2,797 30% 1,505 28% 186 29% 329 31% 3,695 29% 1,776 30%
Very often 281 27% 181 24% 2,658 27% 1,424 28% 162 26% 291 27% 3,636 27% 1,648 28%

Total 1,083 100% 756 100% 9,497 100% 5,006 100% 644 100% 1,070 100% 12,836 100% 5,849 100%
2a. MEMORIZE Very little 34 3% 19 2% 494 6% 214 4% 35 5% 58 5% 1,136 9% 480 8%

Some 247 24% 186 25% 2,290 25% 1,264 24% 180 28% 279 27% 3,664 29% 1,785 30%
Quite a bit 473 44% 332 45% 3,804 41% 2,068 42% 240 39% 425 40% 4,710 37% 2,069 37%
Very much 323 29% 213 27% 2,826 29% 1,433 30% 185 28% 304 28% 3,250 24% 1,475 26%

Total 1,077 100% 750 100% 9,414 100% 4,979 100% 640 100% 1,066 100% 12,760 100% 5,809 100%
2b. ANALYZE Very little 22 2% 15 2% 225 3% 96 2% 5 1% 22 2% 230 2% 95 2%

(LAC) Some 250 24% 189 25% 1,664 18% 941 20% 97 16% 177 17% 1,668 14% 785 13%
Quite a bit 470 44% 367 49% 4,130 44% 2,174 45% 266 43% 437 42% 5,300 42% 2,457 43%
Very much 331 30% 178 24% 3,369 35% 1,743 33% 268 41% 425 40% 5,528 42% 2,459 43%

Total 1,073 100% 749 100% 9,388 100% 4,954 100% 636 100% 1,061 100% 12,726 100% 5,796 100%
2c. SYNTHESZ Very little 41 4% 43 6% 401 4% 209 5% 20 3% 29 3% 489 4% 214 4%

(LAC) Some 333 32% 246 33% 2,449 27% 1,368 28% 140 23% 234 22% 2,675 22% 1,292 22%
Quite a bit 439 40% 302 41% 3 838 41% 2 035 42% 236 37% 426 41% 5 036 40% 2 334 40%

Had serious conversations 
with students who are very 
different from you in terms of 
their religious beliefs, political 
opinions, or personal values



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

3b. READOWN None 297 28% 208 28% 2,258 25% 1,324 28% 160 25% 237 23% 2,575 21% 1,255 22%
1-4 535 50% 363 50% 4,915 52% 2,480 50% 350 54% 534 50% 6,614 51% 2,931 51%
5-10 163 15% 116 15% 1,487 15% 738 15% 83 13% 173 16% 2,225 18% 978 17%
11-20 42 4% 36 5% 396 4% 223 4% 29 4% 66 6% 716 6% 319 5%
More than 20 32 3% 21 3% 333 3% 194 4% 17 3% 49 4% 598 5% 304 5%

Total 1,069 100% 744 100% 9,389 100% 4,959 100% 639 100% 1,059 100% 12,728 100% 5,787 100%
3c. WRITEMOR None 854 80% 641 86% 7,457 79% 4,099 83% 339 53% 559 51% 6,219 50% 2,937 53%

(LAC) 1-4 150 14% 63 8% 1,305 14% 587 12% 253 39% 397 39% 5,095 39% 2,288 38%
5-10 33 3% 27 4% 358 4% 168 4% 27 5% 65 6% 973 7% 390 7%
11-20 16 1% 7 1% 151 2% 61 1% 10 2% 23 2% 244 2% 110 2%
More than 20 11 1% 5 1% 109 1% 40 1% 7 1% 14 1% 195 2% 59 1%

Total 1,064 100% 743 100% 9,380 100% 4,955 100% 636 100% 1,058 100% 12,726 100% 5,784 100%
3d. WRITEMID None 191 18% 149 19% 1,077 12% 755 16% 52 8% 148 14% 1,307 10% 749 14%

(LAC) 1-4 601 56% 422 57% 5,048 54% 2,564 49% 296 46% 453 43% 5,656 45% 2,647 46%
5-10 219 21% 141 19% 2,487 26% 1,268 27% 194 30% 299 29% 3,812 29% 1,623 27%
11-20 43 4% 28 4% 604 6% 295 6% 70 11% 110 10% 1,397 11% 580 10%
More than 20 14 1% 4 1% 153 2% 74 1% 27 4% 46 4% 526 4% 185 3%

Total 1 068 100% 744 100% 9 369 100% 4 956 100% 639 100% 1 056 100% 12 698 100% 5 784 100%

Number of books read on 
your own (not assigned) for 
personal enjoyment or 



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

5. EXAMS 1  Very little 7 1% 4 0% 67 1% 38 1% 5 1% 15 1% 157 1% 61 1%
2 11 1% 6 1% 104 1% 62 1% 14 2% 20 2% 214 2% 85 1%
3 42 5% 25 3% 329 4% 172 4% 35 6% 41 4% 463 4% 226 4%
4 142 14% 122 16% 1,230 13% 595 12% 87 14% 157 14% 1,454 12% 637 11%
5 364 34% 268 36% 2,867 31% 1,484 31% 180 28% 331 31% 3,490 28% 1,606 28%
6 339 31% 234 31% 3,176 33% 1,725 34% 215 34% 300 28% 4,177 32% 1,924 32%
7  Very much 162 15% 88 11% 1,606 17% 886 17% 104 16% 196 19% 2,755 21% 1,246 21%

Total 1,067 100% 747 100% 9,379 100% 4,962 100% 640 100% 1,060 100% 12,710 100% 5,785 100%
6a. ATDART07 Never 261 25% 164 23% 2,216 24% 1,300 28% 210 33% 318 31% 3,883 31% 1,906 34%

Sometimes 470 45% 366 49% 4,184 46% 2,219 44% 284 45% 456 43% 5,660 45% 2,492 43%
Often 200 18% 149 20% 1,728 18% 871 17% 76 11% 148 14% 1,834 14% 765 13%
Very often 132 12% 66 9% 1,111 12% 516 11% 65 10% 124 11% 1,195 10% 568 10%
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 / T T4 1 Tf
3.7393 0 TD
0.0059 Tc
(3,883)Tj
 / T T2 1 Tf
3.9926 0 TD
0.0065 Tc

 / T T2 1 Tf
4.0819 04%)Tj
/ T T4 2TT4 1 Tf
-67.9926 Tf
4.1415 021D
0.0059 Tc
(1,11f
3.8883 0 TT4 1 Tf
3.2626 0 Tj
/ T T4 1 Tf
 -67.9926 2,65881 TD
-0.0062 Tc
[ (Oft)-11.4(e)5.6(n)2TT4 1 Tf
-67.9926 TTD
0.0065 Tc
(470)Tj1,40 TD
0.0059 Tc
( TD 
 (45%)Tj
 / T T4 1 Tf
439 0 TD
(640)Tj
 / T T2TT2 1 Tf
3.01,300)Tj
 / T T2 1 T4%)Tj
 / T T4 3
11.1136 -0.0597 TTf
4.1415 03.4991 0 TD
(124) Tf
2.5326 0 3
11.1136 -0.0597.0065 Tc
(18%)Tj
 / T T4 1[(S75.1844 0 TD
(871)Tj
 / T T2 1 Tf
3.4264 03c
(46%)Tj
 / T T4 1 Tf
3.7244 0 TD
(284)Tj Tf9
(200)Tj
 / T T2 1 TD
 (45%)Tj
 / T T4 1 Tf
43c
(46%)Tj
 / T T4 1j
/T T2 1 Tf
3.1285 0 TD
(43%)Tj
 / T T4 1 Tf
3.7393 0 TD
0.0059 Tc
(5,660)Tj
 / T T2 1 Tf
3.TD 
 (149)Tj
 / T T2  04%)Tj
/ T T4 2TJ
11.1136 -0.0597 f
4.1415 0 62,492



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

7a. INTERN04 Have not decided 119 12% 91 14% 1,150 13% 582 13% 35 6% 67 7% 1,027 8% 479 9%
(EEE) Do not plan to do 40 4% 17 2% 407 5% 212 5% 71 12% 133 13% 1,875 15% 848 16%

Plan to do 836 80% 577 78% 6,835 74% 3,661 75% 163 27% 274 27% 3,272 27% 1,331 26%
Done 51 5% 47 6% 704 8% 380 8% 362 56% 558 53% 6,278 49% 3,045 49%

Total 1,046 100% 732 100% 9,096 100% 4,835 100% 631 100% 1,032 100% 12,452 100% 5,703 100%
7b. VOLNTR04 Have not decided 173 18% 133 20% 1,091 13% 756 16% 54 9% 108 11% 1,072 9% 564 11%

(EEE) Do not plan to do 70 8% 46 7% 502 6% 394 9% 77 14% 176 18% 1,816 15% 1,001 18%
Plan to do 458 42% 349 46% 3,630 41% 1,928 41% 98 16% 139 13% 2,044 17% 868 17%
Done 345 32% 205 27% 3,855 40% 1,732 34% 398 62% 606 57% 7,489 59% 3,249 54%

Total 1,046 100% 733 100% 9,078 100% 4,810 100% 627 100% 1,029 100% 12,421 100% 5,682 100%
7c. LRNCOM04 Have not decided 370 36% 308 42% 2,906 32% 1,466 31% 90 14% 189 19% 1,846 15% 831 16%

(EEE) Do not plan to do 245 24% 158 22% 2,068 23% 1,278 27% 284 46% 454 46% 5,810 47% 2,891 50%
Plan to do 301 29% 208 28% 2,503 28% 1,073 23% 67 11% 90 9% 1,225 10% 462 10%
Done 128 12% 54 7% 1,578 17% 993 20% 186 29% 280 26% 3,492 28% 1,488 24%

Total 1,044 100% 728 100% 9,055 100% 4,810 100% 627 100% 1,013 100% 12,373 100% 5,672 100%
7d. RESRCH04 Have not decided 423 40% 311 42% 3,464 38% 1,808 38% 122 19% 189 18% 2,318 19% 995 18%

(SFI) Do not plan to do 266 25% 177 24% 2,253 24% 1,151 25% 332 52% 527 51% 6,290 50% 2,797 49%
Plan to do 311 31% 219 31% 2 861 32% 1 615 31% 58 10% 120 12% 1 729 15% 830 16%

Practicum, internship, field 
experience, co-op experience, 
or clinical assignment

Community service or 
volunteer work

Participate in a learning 
community or some other 
formal program where groups 
of students take two or more 
classes together



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

7h. SNRX04 Have not decided 425 40% 300 41% 3,244 36% 1,836 38% 74 11% 119 12% 1,504 11% 627 11%
(EEE) Do not plan to do 106 11% 89 12% 1,013 11% 640 14% 182 28% 275 27% 2,791 21% 1,380 22%

Plan to do 504 48% 325 44% 4,649 51% 2,257 45% 166 27% 286 29% 4,027 33% 1,873 36%
Done 16 1% 18 2% 197 2% 94 2% 209 33% 350 33% 4,110 35% 1,821 31%

Total 1,051 100% 732 100% 9,103 100% 4,827 100% 631 100% 1,030 100% 12,432 100% 5,701 100%
8a. ENVSTU

(SCE)
1  Unfriendly, 
    Unsupportive, 
Sense 15 1% 14 2% 102 1% 55 1% 4 1% 11 1% 122 1% 42 1%
2 42 4% 19 3% 227 3% 101 2% 13 2% 24 2% 253 2% 131 2%
3 63 6% 37 5% 522 6% 248 6% 23 4% 37 4% 492 4% 258 5%
4 122 12% 97 13% 1,218 14% 658 15% 73 12% 91 9% 1,388 12% 704 13%
5 247 23% 159 22% 1,948 22% 1,053 22% 139 22% 232 23% 2,582 21% 1,228 22%
6 331 31% 243 33% 2,708 30% 1,483 29% 210 33% 314 31% 3,921 31% 1,831 31%
7  Friendly, 
Supportive, 

228 21% 164 22% 2,368 25% 1,227 25% 167 26% 319 31% 3,653 27% 1,503 25%

Total 1,048 100% 733 100% 9,093 100% 4,825 100% 629 100% 1,028 100% 12,411 100% 5,697 100%
8b. ENVFAC

(SCE)

U ava ab e,
Unhelpful, 

U th ti 10 1% 12 2% 95 1% 44 1% 8 1% 7 1% 135 1% 68 1%

Culminating senior 
experience (capstone course, 
senior project or thesis, 
comprehensive exam, etc.)
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PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

10c. ENVDIVRS Very little 135 13% 86 12% 941 11% 547 14% 119 19% 171 17% 1,981 17% 964 17%
(EEE) Some 333 32% 225 31% 2,558 29% 1,415





Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

First-Year Students

PASSHE Carnegie Class Carnegie ClassPASSHE

NSSE 2009 Engagement Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected Peers

Seniors

Selected PeersIUP IUP

11j. GNINQ Very little 42 5% 27 4% 425 5% 247 6% 40 7% 60 6% 674 6% 405 8%
Some 198 20% 143 21% 1,859 22% 1,081 24% 106 17% 184 19% 2,367 21% 1,090 20%
Quite a bit 471 45% 333 48% 3,600 42% 1,952 43% 274 45% 383 39% 4,556 39% 2,181 39%
Very much 300 29% 193 27% 2,693 30% 1,291 27% 188 31% 351 36% 4,264 34% 1,826 33%

Total 1,011 100% 696 100% 8,577 100% 4,571 100% 608 100% 978 100% 11,861 100% 5,502 100%
11k. GNSELF Very little 94 10% 57 9% 844 11% 527 13% 69 12% 108 11% 1,461 13% 829 15%

Some 249 25% 162 23% 2,091 25% 1,268 27% 138 23% 225 23% 3,033 26% 1,534 27%1,53427%1,5345,502





Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

15. AGE 19 or younger 873 83% 675 95% 7,365 83% 3,824 79% 0 0% 3 0% 26 0% 23 0%
20-23 114 13% 24 3% 597 8% 494 13% 487 77% 820 81% 6,892 55% 3,374 57%
24-29 16 2% 5 1% 267 3% 147 3% 83 14% 102 11% 2,159 20% 1,134 23%
30-39 10 1% 3 0% 249 3% 98 3% 27 5% 37 4% 1,501 13% 547 11%
40-55 8 1% 4 0% 238 3% 73 2% 24 4% 33 4% 1,336 11% 437 8%
Over 55 0 0% 0 0% 20 0% 9 0% 1 0% 2 0% 132 1% 47 1%

Total 1,021 100% 711 100% 8,736 100% 4,645 100% 622 100% 997 100% 12,046 100% 5,562 100%
16. SEX Male 338 44% 230 44% 2,964 44% 1,942 49% 216 44% 353 44% 4,139 42% 2,371 48%

Female 683 56% 482 56% 5,784 56% 2,703 51% 406 56% 643 56% 7,922 58% 3,195 52%
Total 1,021 100% 712 100% 8,748 100% 4,645 100% 622 100% 996 100% 12,061 100% 5,566 100%

17. INTERNAT No 964 94% 689 97% 8,198 94% 4,394 95% 599 97% 957 97% 11,425 95% 5,319 94%
Yes 51 6% 20 3% 498 6% 241 5% 19 3% 27 3% 590 5% 244 6%

Total 1,015 100% 709 100% 8,696 100% 4,635 100% 618 100% 984 100% 12,015 100% 5,563 100%
18. RACE05 American Indian or other 

Native American 1 0% 1 0% 57 1% 21 0% 2 0% 1 0% 89 1% 33 1%
Asian, Asian American, 
or Pacific Islander 35 4% 9 1% 418 5% 330 6% 17 3% 14 1% 519 5% 277 6%
Black or African

PASSHE

NSSE 2009 Background Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Seniors

Selected PeersSelected Peers IUP Carnegie Class

First-Year Students

Carnegie ClassPASSHE

Your sex:

Are you an international 
student or foreign national?

IUP

Age

What is your racial or ethnic 
identification? (Select only 
one.)

Black or African 
American 57 5% 32 5% 1,039 11% 477 11% 26 4% 42 4% 1,267 9% 537 10%
White (non-Hispanic) 834 81% 616 85% 5,714 66% 3,222 68% 519 83% 825 83% 8,245 68% 4,000 68%
Mexican or Mexican 
American 2 0% 6 1% 170 2% 52 1% 2 0% 1 0% 234 3% 55 2%
Puerto Rican 7 1% 4 1% 104 1% 18 0% 2 0% 10 1% 87 1% 26 1%
Other Hispanic or Latino 13 1% 8 1% 288 3% 54 1% 4 1% 11 1% 356 3% 69 2%
Multiracial 18 2% 7 1% 280 3% 122 3% 9 1% 14 1% 281 2% 120 2%
Other 13 2% 6 1% 183 2% 81 2% 5 1% 8 1% 210 2% 64 1%
I prefer not to respond 40 4% 22 4% 465 6% 265 6% 36 6% 64 7% 750 7% 390 7%

Total 1,020 100% 711 100% 8,718 100% 4,642 100% 622 100% 990 100% 12,038 100% 5,571 100%
19. CLASS Freshman/first year 810 78% 680 96% 7,435 83% 3,531 71% 0 0% 1 0% 25 0% 5 0%

Sophomore 178 18% 24 3% 975 12% 991 25% 6 1% 1 0% 45 0% 21 0%
Junior 17 2% 1 0% 175 2% 73 2% 31 5% 54 5% 740 6% 393 9%
Senior 6 1% 1 0% 38 1% 28 1% 569 91% 910 92% 10,784 89% 5,017 87%
Unclassified 8 1% 5 1% 100 1% 27 1% 16 3% 28 3% 433 4% 130 3%

Total 1,019 100% 711 100% 8,723 100% 4,650 100% 622 100% 994 100% 12,027 100% 5,566 100%
20. ENTER Started here 927 90% 676 95% 7,727 88% 4,102 86% 462 74% 625 62% 5,891 47% 3,053 49%

Started elsewhere 91 10% 34 5% 995 12% 545 14% 158 26% 369 38% 6,152 53% 2,514 51%
Total 1,018 100% 710 100% 8,722 100% 4,647 100% 620 100% 994 100% 12,043 100% 5,567 100%

What is your current 
classification in college?

Did you begin college at your 
current institution or 
elsewhere?

a Column percentages are weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institutional size. Counts are not weighted so one cannot calculate the column percentages directly from the counts. 1 



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %
PASSHE

NSSE 2009 Background Item Frequency Distributions a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Seniors

Selected PeersSelected Peers IUP Carnegie Class

First-Year Students

Carnegie ClassPASSHEIUP

21. VOTECH05 Vocational or technical 
school 38 5% 18 3% 383 4% 204 4% 30 5% 40 5% 1,053 9% 435 8%

COMCOL05 Community or junior 
college 65 6% 40 6% 911 11% 399 10% 133 22% 305 32% 5,393 47% 1,998 42%

FOURYR05 4-year college other than 
this one 93 10% 44 6% 789 9% 458 11% 118 20% 215 22% 3,580 31% 1,592 30%

NONE05 None 806 80% 603 86% 6,727 77% 3,592 76% 375 60% 502 50% 4,466 36% 2,357 38%
OCOL1_05 Other 29 3% 20 3% 307 4% 158 4% 26 5% 50 6% 539 5% 251 5%

22. ENRLMENT Less than full-time 26 4% 9 1% 474 6% 233 7% 43 8% 68 8% 2,327 21% 936 19%
Full-time 992 96% 701 99% 8,251 94% 4,418 93% 579 92% 927 92% 9,712 79% 4,639 81%

Total 1,018 100% 710 100% 8,725 100% 4,651 100% 622 100% 995 100% 12,039 100% 5,575 100%

– DISTED
No 1,002 98% 703 99% 8,003 95% 4,446 97% 610 98% 965 96% 10,665 92% 5,248 97%

Yes 16 2% 8 1% 468 5% 96 3% 11 2% 29 4% 1,285 8% 173 3%

Total 1,018 100% 711 5,575 8% 965 100% 995



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %
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NSSE 2009 Background Item Frequency Distributions a
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Seniors

Selected PeersSelected Peers IUP Carnegie Class

First-Year Students

Carnegie ClassPASSHEIUP
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Selected PeersSelected Peers IUP Carnegie Class

First-Year Students

Carnegie ClassPASSHEIUP

28. MAJRPCOL Arts and Humanities 102 10% 76 11% 1,029 12% 486 11% 70 11% 113 11% 1,513 14% 697 13%
Biological Science 37 4% 26 4% 650 7% 394 7% 17 3% 39 4% 668 6% 345 5%
Business 187 19% 75 12% 1,383 17% 540 14% 113 19% 118 12% 2,345 20% 826 18%
Education 186 17% 198 27% 820 9% 375 8% 123 19% 282 27% 1,401 11% 545 10%
Engineering 6 1% 10 2% 527 7% 678 13% 0 0% 11 1% 625 6% 820 12%



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count %

1a. Never 27 3% 21 4% 20 3% 36 4%
Sometimes 139 15% 77 12% 103 17% 121 13%
Often 322 35% 199 34% 198 35% 299 34%
Very often 454 47% 330 51% 266 44% 452 48%

Total 942 100% 627 100% 587 100% 908 100%
1b. Never 710 76% 416 66% 252 44% 473 51%

Sometimes 106 12% 107 17% 170 28% 205 23%
Often 78 8% 72 11% 92 16% 106 13%
Very often 42 5% 36 6% 72 12% 121 14%

Total 936 100% 631 100% 586 100% 905 100%
1c. Never 566 61% 337 53% 320 54% 475 52%

Sometimes 236 25% 178 29% 144 25% 221 25%
Often 87 9% 82 14% 74 13% 121 14%
Very often 42 5% 29 5% 47 8% 85 10%

Total 931 100% 626 100% 585 100% 902 100%
1d. Never 295 32% 136 22% 245 41% 396 44%

Sometimes 367 39% 242 38% 231 39% 283 31%
Attended a university athletic event PAS0901D

Used a web-based course management system to 
access the course syllabus, notes or assignments

PAS0901A

Taken a course that was offered on-line PAS0901B

Participated in a research project supervised by a 



Variable Response Options Count % Count % Count % Count %
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Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

First-Year Students Seniors

IUP PASSHE IUP PASSHE

1h. Never 460 49% 247 40% 177 30% 276 31%
Sometimes 330 36% 226 36% 271 47% 387 43%
Often 92 10% 100 16% 85 15% 142 16%
Very often 50 5% 46 8% 48 8% 93 10%

Total 932 100% 619 100% 581 100% 898 100%
1i. Never 383 42% 180 29% 184 32% 236 27%

Sometimes 390 42% 295 48% 264 45% 463 51%
Often 117 12% 119 19% 114 20% 154 17%
Very often 42 4% 24 4% 20 3% 48 5%

Total 932 100% 618 100% 582 100% 901 100%
1j. Never 373 40% 242 39% 229 39% 331 37%

Sometimes 364 39% 218 36% 223 38% 316 35%
Often 128 14% 119 20% 101 18% 181 20%
Very often 63 7% 33 5% 27 5% 70 8%

Total 928 100% 612 100% 580 100% 898 100%
1k. Never 206 22% 105 17% 159 27% 213 24%

Sometimes 424 47% 257 42% 232 40% 350 39%

Discussed your learning style with your adviser or 
staff member

PAS0901J

Discussed selection of academic majors, minors, or 
academic concentrations with a faculty or staff

PAS0901K

Had meaningful conversations with a person with a 
disability

PAS0901H

Asked a librarian or library staff member for 
assistance

PAS0901I

Sometimes 424 47% 257 42% 232 40% 350 39%
Often 218 23% 184 30% 142 25% 213 24%
Very often 79 8% 70 11% 47 8% 121 13%

Total 927 100% 616 100% 580 100% 897 100%
1l. Never 331 35% 211 33% 55 10% 114 13%

Sometimes 344 38% 232 38% 203 35% 290 32%
Often 175 19% 132 22% 203 35% 268 30%
Very often 79 8% 43 7% 119 20% 227 25%

Total 929 100% 618 100% 580 100% 899 100%
1m. Never 249 27% 152 25% 70 12% 112 13%

Sometimes 392 42% 259 42% 205 35% 318 35%
Often 190 20% 147 24% 183 31% 243 27%
Very often 100 11% 60 10% 124 21% 227 25%

Total 931 100% 618 100% 582 100% 900 100%
2a. None 169 18% 132 22% 136 25% 279 32%

Between 1 and 4 528 58% 330 54% 278 49% 432 49%
Between 5 and 10 183 20% 113 19% 108 19% 122 14%
Between 11 and 20 22 2% 24 4% 26 5% 35 4%
More than 20 6 1% 6 1% 11 2% 13 2%

Total 908 100% 605 100% 559 100% 881 100%

Discussed your career plans with a faculty or staff 
member

PAS0901M

Assignments based on the work of minority author(s) PAS0902A

academic concentrations with a faculty or staff 
member

Discussed career-related topics such as internships, 
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Mean Comparisons
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Sample Statistical Significance

Variables

Benchmark

Effect Size

ACL=Active and 
Collaborative Learning

LAC=Level of Academic 
Challenge

Interpreting the Mean Comparisons Report

The Mean Comparisons  report is based on information from all randomly selected students 
for both your institution and your comparison institutions. Targeted oversamples and other 



Variable
Bench-
mark Class Mean a Mean a Sig b

Effect 
Size c Mean a Sig b

Effect 
Size c Mean a Sig b

Effect 
Size c

1. Academic and Intellectual Experiences
FY 2.75 2.74  .01 2.84 *** -.10 2.78  -.04
SR 3.15 3.17  -.02 3.13  .02 3.07 * .09
FY 2.09 2.34 *** -.32 2.26 *** -.22 2.17 *** -.10
SR 2.88 2.86  .03 2.79 ** .11 2.69 *** .23
FY 2.69 2.70  -.02 2.75 * -.06 2.71  -.03
SR 2.40 2.44  -.04 2.50 ** -.10 2.44  -.05

FY 2.93 3.06 *** -.17 3.13 *** -.25 3.10 *** -.21
SR 3.26 3.31  -.07 3.34 ** -.11 3.26  .01

FY 2.75 2.65 ** .12 2.82 ** -.08 2.80 * -.06

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

a.

b.

c.

Asked questions in class or contributed to class 
discussions  

Prepared two or more drafts of a paper or 
assignment before turning it in  

REWROPAP

Worked on a paper or project that required 
integrating ideas or information from 
various sources  

d.

e.
Included diverse perspectives (different races, 
religions, genders, political beliefs, etc.) in class DIVCLASS

In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you done each of 
the following? 1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often 

Selected PeersIUP

IUP compared with:

PASSHE

Made a class presentation  CLPRESEN

Carnegie Class

CLQUEST

INTEGRAT

ACL

ACL

NSSE 2009 Mean Comparisons

FY









Variable
Bench-
mark Class Mean a Mean a Sig b

Effect 
Size c Mean a Sig b

Effect 
Size c Mean a Sig b

Effect 
Size c

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Selected PeersIUP

IUP compared with:

PASSHE Carnegie Class

NSSE 2009 Mean Comparisons

FY .32 .27 * .11 .40 *** -.17 .34  -.06
SR .62 .57  .08 .59  .05 .54 *** .16

FY .12 .07 ** .14 .17 *** -.15 .20 *** -.21
SR .29 .26  .06 .28  .03 .24 * .11

FY .05 .03  .08 .06  -.04 .05  -.02
SR .19 .19  .01 .17  .06 .16  .07
FY .16 .12 * .12 .19 * -.08 .17  -.04
SR .39 .32 ** .14 .37  .03 .36  .05
FY .03 .02 * .10 .03  -.02 .03  .01
SR .12 .07 *** .18 .12  .01 .11  .04

*

b.

f.

c.

d.

e.

Community service or volunteer work VOLNTR04

Participate in a learning community or some other 
formal program where groups of students take two 
or more classes together

LRNCOM04

Work on a research project with a faculty member 
outside of course or program requirementsS R S R
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Significance e
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compared with:
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1,025 4.01 4.06 3.88 3.88 .05 .06 .02 .02 1.64 1.72 1.69 1.67 1,806 12,872 12,098 .454 .018 .017 -.04 .08 .08
1,021 1.51 1.61 1.87 1.81 .04 .04 .02 .02 1.26 1.25 1.74 1.66 1,800 1,383 1,369 .124 .000 .000 -.07 -.21 -.18
1,024 2.16 2.19 2.36 2.30 .03 .04 .01 .01 1.00 1.05 1.18 1.10 1,804 1,286 1,263 .552 .000 .000 -.03 -.17 -.13
1,020 3.03 2.99 3.09 3.10 .02 .03 .01 .01 .74 .77 .77 .78 1,801 1,220 1,238 .264 .005 .001 .05 -.09 -.10
1,019 2.94 3.03 3.05 3.00 .02 .03 .01 .01 .80 .77 .80 .83 1,795 12,682 11,976 .014 .000 .026 -.12 -.14 -.07
1,014 2.61 2.67 2.73 2.65 .03 .03 .01 .01 .95 .95 .95 .98 1,793 12,683 11,977 .195 .000 .222 -.06 -.13 -.04
1,019 2.18 2.30 2.28 2.18 .03 .03 .01 .01 .94 .93 .97 .97 1,796 1,212 11,996 .007 .002 .902 -.13 -.10 .00
1,016 2.44 2.56 2.50 2.41 .03 .03 .01 .01 .93 .92 .95 .95 1,790 12,629 11,941 .010 .088 .329 -.12 -.06 .03
1,017 2.69 2.91 2.80 2.76 .03 .03 .01 .01 .95 .89 .96 .94 1,719 12,687 11,993 .000 .000 .015 -.24 -.12 -.08
1,019 3.19 3.26 3.35 3.33 .03 .03 .01 .01 .80 .76 .78 .78 1,797 12,704 12,008 .070 .000 .000 -.09 -.20 -.17
1,012 3.07 3.16 3.13 3.07 .03 .03 .01 .01 .80 .76 .79 .80 1,781 12,505 11,856 .017 .035 .947 -.11 -.07 .00
1,014 2.75 2.81 2.82 2.78 .03 .03 .01 .01 .94 .88 .92 .93 1,704 12,503 11,843 .135 .019 .261 -.07 -.08 -.04
1,016 2.98 3.02 3.04 2.97 .03 .03 .01 .01 .83 .79 .84 .86 1,783 1,210 1,229 .237 .027 .804 -.06 -.07 .01

SOCIAL05
CAREDE01
COMMUTE
ENVSCHOL
ENVSUPRT

ENVNACAD
ENVDIVRS

ENVSOCAL
ENVEVENT
ENVCOMPT
GNGENLED

GNWRITE
GNWORK

1,009 2.73 2.93 2.86 2.78 .03 .03 .01 .01 .92 .85 .91 .92 1,715 1,188 11,814 .000 .000 .098 -.23 -.14 -.05
1,017 3.11 3.11 3.20 3.17 .03 .03 .01 .01 .81 .79 .79 .79 1,784 1,193 11,826 .973 .000 .018 .00 -.12 -.08
1,012 2.81 2.83 2.94 2.93 .03 .03 .01 .01 .86 .89 .87 .87 1,778 12,488 11,739 .497 .000 .000 -.03 -.15 -.14
1,019 2.96 2.97 3.09 3.05 .03 .03 .01 .01 .90 .86 .87 .87 1,784 12,527 11,827 .775 .000 .001 -.01 -.15 -.11
1,017 2.92 3.01 3.01 2.94 .03 .03 .01 .01 .90 .85 .87 .88 1,702 1,191 11,836 .038 .002 .509 -.10 -.11 -.02
1,005 2.74 2.70 2.56 2.56 .03 .04 .01 .01 1.11 1.06 1.08 1.07 1,767 12,276 11,599 .361 .000 .000 .04 .17 .17
1,004 2.99 2.97 2.97 2.92 .03 .03 .01 .01 .84 .81 .86 .86 1,758 1,199 1,214 .665 .565 .015 .02 .02 .08
1,004 2.83 2.87 2.83 2.75 .03 .03 .01 .01 .96 .92 .96 .98 1,663 12,271 1,213 .361 .971 .010 -.04 .00 .08
999 2.70 2.71 2.73 2.69 .03 .03 .01 .01 .97 .91 .96 .97 1,671 12,307 11,589 .760 .321 .852 -.01 -.03 .01

1,009 2.65 2.72 2.72 2.68 .03 .03 .01 .01 .95 .88 .93 .94 1,689 12,318 11,588 .128 .025 .374 -.07 -.07 -.03
1,007 2.65 2.73 2.71 2.64 .03 .03 .01 .01 .98 .92 .99 .99 1,685 12,313 11,589 .099 .088 .638 -.08 -.06 .02
1,009 2.33 2.40 2.48 2.34 .03 .03 .01 .01 .98 .94 .99 .98 1,767 1,202 11,615 .180 .000 .990 -.06 -.15 .00
1,006 2.06 2.07 2.18 2.01 .03 .04 .01 .01 1.05 1.01 1.10 1.06 1,768 1,207 11,607 .867 .001 .173 -.01 -.11 .05
1,015 2.93 3.06 3.02 2.95 .03 .03 .01 .01 .84 .79 .83 .86 1,781 12,491 11,752 .001 .002 .455 -.16 -.10 -.02
1,015 3.10 3.14 3.17 3.12 .02 .03 .01 .01 .72 .70 .72 .72 1,782 1,202 11,738 .244 .005 .348 -.06 -.09 -.03
1,016 3.11 3.16 3.19 3.17 .03 .03 .01 .01 .84 .84 .82 .83 1,784 12,505 11,743 .277 .004 .058 -.05 -.09 -.06

a All statistics are weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institutional size.
b The 95% confidence interval for the population mean is equal to the sample mean plus/minus the product of 1.96 times the standard error of the mean.
c A measure of the average amount individual scores deviate from the mean of all the scores in the distribution. IPEDS: 213020
d Degrees of freedom used to compute the t-tests. Values differ from the total Ns due to weighting and the equal variances assumption.
e Statistical significance represents the probability that the difference between the mean of your institution and that of the comparison group occurred by chance. 
f
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Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Consortium Questions
Refer to the PASSHE consortium codebook for response option values. Variable Class Mean Mean Sig b Effect size c

1.
FY 3.26 3.31  -.07
SR 3.21 3.28  -.08
FY 1.42 1.56 *** -.17
SR 1.96 1.90  .05
FY 1.58 1.71 ** -.16
SR 1.76 1.82  -.06
FY 2.09 2.34 *** -.25
SR 1.85 1.95 * -.10
FY 1.63 1.68  -.05
SR 1.79 1.74  .05

1e.
Participated in a community-based project (e.g., service learning) as part of 
an organized university or student government project (not through a course)

PAS0901E

1c. Participated in a research project supervised by a faculty member PAS0901C

1d. Attended a university athletic event PAS0901D

In the current school year, about how often have you:

1a.
Used a web-based course management system to access the course syllabus, 
notes or assignments

PAS0901A

1b. Taken a course that was offered on-line PAS0901B

NSSE 2009 Mean Comparisons a

Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

IUP
IUP compared with

PASSHE

FY 1.87 1.95  -.08
SR 2.08 2.23 ** -.15
FY 1.89 2.00 * -.12
SR 2.04 2.13  -.09
FY 1.72 1.92 *** -.24
SR 2.02 2.05  -.03
FY 1.79 1.98 *** -.23
SR 1.95 2.01  -.07
FY 1.87 1.92  -.06
SR 1.88 1.98 * -.11

1i. Asked a librarian or library staff member for assistance PAS0901I

1j. Discussed your learning style with your adviser or staff member PAS0901J

1g.
Had a conversation regarding personal and academic ethics with a faculty 
member or residence hall staff

PAS0901G

1h. Had meaningful conversations with a person with a disability PAS0901H

1f.
Had meaningful conversations with a faculty member or administrator of a 
different race or ethnicity than your own

PAS0901F

a. Weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institution size
b. * p<.05, ** p<.01, ***p<.001
c. Mean difference divided by the pooled s.d. 1 



Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Consortium Questions
Refer to the PASSHE consortium codebook for response option values. Variable Class Mean Mean Sig b Effect size c

NSSE 2009 Mean Comparisons a

Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

IUP
IUP compared with

PASSHE

FY 2.18 2.36 *** -.21
SR 2.14 2.26 ** -.13
FY 2.01 2.02  -.02
SR 2.66 2.66  .00
FY 2.14 2.19  -.05
SR 2.62 2.63  -.01

2.
FY 2.09 2.09  .00
SR 2.11 1.94 *** .18
FY 2.27 2.06 *** .25
SR 2.25 2.06 *** .19

2b. Assignments that addressed issues in countries other than the United States PAS0902B

1m. Discussed your career plans with a faculty or staff member PAS0901M

During the current school year, how many times have you had:

2a. Assignments based on the work of minority author(s) PAS0902A

1k.
Discussed selection of academic majors, minors, or academic concentrations 
with a faculty or staff member

PAS0901K

11.
Discussed career-related topics such as internships, resumes, and references 
with a faculty or staff member

PAS0901L
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NSSE 2009 Multi-Year Benchmark Report

Interpreting the Multi-Year Benchmark Report

Key Terms and Features in this Report
Multi-year charts

appear on pages 4 & 6.

Error Bars/Confidence Intervals
Error bars around each benchmark

Y-Axis
Benchmarks are computed on 
a 0 to 100 scale, however 

l ll i i i l

For institutions that have participated in multiple NSSE administrations, this Multi-Year Benchmark Report 
presents comparable benchmark scores by year so that patterns of change or stability may be discernible. It also 
provides statistics such as number of respondents, standard deviation, and standard error so that shorthand 
mean comparison tests can be calculated.  

Questions that might be answered with this report include, “How stable was the level of student-faculty 
interaction over the years?” or “Given the implementation of initiative X three years ago, did the level of active 
and collaborative learning increase?” 

This report has three main parts: (a) a table of data quality indicators (p. 3), which provides a quick reference to 
important statistics for each year’s participation, (b) multi-year charts, and (c) detailed statistics. Key terms and 
features of (b) and (c) are described below using data from the fictional “NSSEville State University.”  

For more information and recommendations for analyzing past and present NSSE data for trends or stability, 
consult the Multi-Year Data Analysis Guide: www.nsse.iub.edu/pdf/NSSE Multi-Year Data Analysis 
Guide.pdf. 

Key Terms and Features in this Report
Multi-year charts

appear on pages 4 & 6.

Multi-year detailed statistics
appear on pages 5 & 7.

Benchmark Score
The benchmark score is the 
weighted average of the 
student-level scores, using 
only randomly sampled 
students from each year's 
data.

Error Bars/Confidence Intervals
Error bars around each benchmark 
score show the upper and lower 
bounds of the 95% confidence 
interval (mean +/- 1.96 * SEM



FY SR FY SR FY SR

2004

2005

2006

NSSE 2009 Multi-Year Benchmark Report
Data Quality Indicators

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Some NSSE administrations at an institution may yield more precise population estimates than others. The values in 
this table were drawn from the Respondent Characteristics  reports for each NSSE administration. An important early 
step in conducting a multi-year analysis is to review the quality of your data for both first-year and senior respondents 
in each year.

Yeara Modeb
Response

 Ratec
Sampling 

Errord
Number of 

Respondentse

2007 Web+ 19% 21% 5.3% 4.5% 314 378

2008

2009 Web 35% 39% 2.4% 3.0% 1,141 667

e This is the original count used to calculate response rates and sampling errors for each administration's Respondent Characteristics 
  report. This number includes all randomly sampled students. In 2004 and 2005 it may also include targeted oversamples. For this 
  reason, the counts for 2004 and 2005 may not match those given in the detailed statistics on pages 5 and 7.

a All NSSE administration years since 2004 are listed regardless of participation.
b Modes include Paper  (students receive a paper survey and the option of completing a Web version), Web





2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
LAC 52.1 51.4

n 273 1066

SD 13.8 13.4

SEM .83 .41

Upper 53.7 52.2

Lower 50.5 50.6

ACL 40.4 41.1
n 314 1138

SD 16.0 16.1

SEM .90 .48

Upper 42.1 42.1

Lower 38.6 40.2

SFI 34.7 34.0
n 277 1088

SD 18.8 18.5

NSSE 2009 Multi-Year Benchmark Report
Detailed Statistics a



NSSE 2009 Multi-Year Benchmark Report
Multi-Year Charts

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Seniors



2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
LAC 56.8 56.8

n 331 638

SD 14.6 14.4

SEM .80 .57

Upper 58.3 57.9

Lower 55.2 55.7

ACL 51.7 52.1
n 376 666

SD 16.6 16.9

SEM .86 .66

Upper 53.3 53.4

Lower 50.0 50.8

SFI 45.2 44.4
n 339 644

SD 20.9 20.1

NSSE 2009 Multi-Year Benchmark Report
Detailed Statistics a

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Seniors

Level of 
Academic 
Challenge

Active and 
Collaborative
Learning

Student 
Faculty 
Interaction

SEM 1.14 .79

Upper 47.5 46.0

Lower 43.0 42.9

EEE 40.6 39.7
n 321 629

SD 17.0 17.5

SEM .95 .70

Upper 42.5 41.1

Lower 38.7 38.4

SCE 54.8 57.1
n 318 622

SD 18.3 18.1

SEM 1.02 .73

Upper 56.8 58.5

Lower 52.8 55.7

IPEDS:213020

a n=number of respondents; SD =standard deviation; SEM =standard error of the mean; Upper/Lower=95% confidence interval 
  limits

Enriching 
Educational 
Experiences

Supportive 
Campus 
Environment

1
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Reviewing Your NSSE 2009
Selected Comparison Groups Report

NSSE participants are able to customize their Institutional Reports by tailoring up to three comparison groups. In May and June of 2009, your
institution was invited to select comparison groups via the "Report Form" on the Institution Interface. This Selected Comparison Groups Report 
summarizes how your institution selected its comparison groups and lists the institutions within them.

NSSE reports display results for each institution alongside three comparison group columns. Institutions have the option to customize each 



SUMMARY - Comparison Group Selection

Date Submitted: 5/27/09

Selection Method: This group is your NSSE 2009 consortium.

Column Label: PASSHE

Number of Institutions: 2
The Reason Your 
Institution Provided For 
Choosing This Group:



Comparison Group 1 Details

Basic 2005 Carnegie Classification(s): 

Carnegie - Undergraduate Instructional Program(s):

Carnegie - Graduate Instructional Program(s):

Carnegie - Enrollment Profile(s):

Carnegie - Undergraduate Profile(s):



Comparison Group 2 Details

Basic 2005 Carnegie Classification(s): 

Carnegie - Undergraduate Instructional Program(s):

Carnegie - Graduate Instructional Program(s):

Carnegie - Enrollment Profile(s):

Carnegie - Undergraduate Profile(s):

Carnegie - Size and Setting(s):

Sector(s) (public/private):

Undergraduate enrollment(s):

This report displays the 2009 comparison group 2 institutions for Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  The institutions listed below are 
represented in the 'Carnegie Class' column of the Respondent Characteristics, Mean Comparisons, Frequency Distributions, and Benchmark 
Comparisons reports.

NSSE 2009 Selected Comparison Groups
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

17

HOW GROUP WAS SELECTED

Your institution selected the default group of all institutions with the same 2005 Basic Carnegie Classification.

SELECTED COMPARISON GROUP CRITERIA a

Locale(s):

Geographic Region(s):

State(s):

Barron's admissions selectivity ratings(s):

Institution Name City State
Andrews University Berrien Springs MI
Ball State University Muncie IN
Capella University Minneapolis MN
Central Michigan University Mount Pleasant MI
Cleveland State University Cleveland OH
DePaul University Chicago IL
East Carolina University Greenville NC
East Tennessee State University Johnson City TN
Immaculata University Immaculata PA
Long Island University-C.W. Post Campus Brookville NY
Louisiana Tech University Ruston LA
Nova Southeastern University Fort Lauderdale FL
Oakland University Rochester Hills MI
Oral Roberts University Tulsa OK
Pace University New York NY
Pepperdine University Malibu CA

COMPARISON GROUP 2 INSTITUTIONS

a. See the Comparison Group Selection Criteria Codelist for code details.
.

NSSE  2009 Selected Comparison Groups 
Page 1 of 2





Comparison Group 3 Details

Basic 2005 Carnegie Classification(s): 

Carnegie - Undergraduate Instructional Program(s):

Carnegie - Graduate Instructional Program(s):

Carnegie - Enrollment Profile(s):

Carnegie - Undergraduate Profile(s):





2      NSSE ���� OVERVIEW

Table 1
Profile of U.S. NSSE 2009 Institutions and Respondents Against All U.S. Baccalaureate-Granting 
Institutionsa  and their Studentsa

Institution-Level Student-Level 
NSSE USb NSSE USb

Carnegie Classification – Basic 2005c

RU/VH 5% 6% 15% 21%
RU/H 10% 7% 18% 17%
DRU 6% 5% 8% 8%
Master’s L 25% 22% 29% 28%
Master’s M 12% 12% 9% 8%
Master’s S 7% 8% 4% 4%
Bac/A&S 16% 18% 9% 7%
Bac/Diverse 19% 23% 9% 8% 

Sector
Public 40% 35% 57% 68%
Private 60% 65% 43% 32%

Undergraduate Enrollment
Fewer than 1,000 13% 19% 3% 2%
1,000 – 2,499 32% 33% 17% 11%
2,500 – 4,999 21% 18% 18% 12%
5,000 – 9,999 15% 15% 20% 20%
10,000 – 19,999 13% 10% 26% 27%
20,000 or more 6% 5% 17% 27%

Region
New England 9% 9% 7% 6%
Mid East 18% 18% 17% 17%
Great Lakes 16% 15% 16% 16%
Plains 10% 11% 10% 9%
Southeast 26% 24% 26% 23%
Southwest 9% 8% 9% 11%
Rocky Mountains 3% 3% 5% 4%
Far West 8% 10% 8% 12%
Outlying Areas 1% 2% <1% 2%
U.S. Service Schools <1% <1% <1% <1%

Location
City 49% 46% 57% 60%
Suburban 20% 24% 19% 19%
Town 22% 21% 19%  15%
Rural 9% 9% 5% 6%

RU/VH Research Universities (very high research activity)
RU/H Research Universities (high research activity)
DRU Doctoral/Research Universities
Master’s L Master’s Colleges and Universities (larger programs)
Master’s M Master’s Colleges and Universities (medium programs)
Master’s S Master’s Colleges and Universities (smaller programs)
Bac/A&S Baccalaureate Colleges-Arts & Sciences
Bac/Diverse Baccalaureate Colleges-Diverse Fields

a. Percentages are unweighted and based on U.S. postsecondary institutions that award baccalaureate degrees and belong 
to one of the eight Carnegie classes in the table. Totals may not sum to 100% due to rounding.  

b. U.S. percentages are based on data from the 2008 IPEDS Institutional Characteristics File. 
c. For information on the 2005 Carnegie Classifications, see: www.carnegiefoundation.org/classifications.
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Table 1 also shows the distribution of NSSE 2009 
respondents and the national distribution of students by 
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U.S. and Canadian 
Response Rates 
The average institutional response rate for NSSE 2009 was 
36% (Table 4). The highest institutional response rate was 
81%, with 70% of institutions achieving a response rate 
between 22% and 50%. The average institutional response 
rate for paper mode schools (institutions where students 
were invited by postal mail, but had the option of complet-
ing either the paper or the Web version of the survey) was 
31%.  Fewer than half urvey) wk

��������
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(Enriching Educational Experiences). Table 2 shows the 
test-retest analysis results from the 2002 and 2005 NSSE 
survey administration. These findings suggest little 
variation in student responses from one testing period to 
the next.  
 

Table 2 
NSSE Test‐Retest Correlations 

NSSE Benchmarks  2002 2005 

Level of Academic Challenge  0.74 0.69 

Active and Collaborative Learning  0.74 0.72 

Student‐Faculty Interaction  0.75 0.70 

Enriching Educational Experiences  0.74 0.74 

Supportive Campus Environment  0.78 0.70 

N  1,226 1,536 
     

   

How stable are institutions’ scores 
between survey administrations? 
Assuming no major shifts in an institution’s policies, we 
would expect an institution to have relatively stable or 
reliable benchmark scores from one year to the next. Over 
the years we have conducted three analyses to measure 
the stability of benchmark scores for institutions that 
participated in consecutive years. The first was in 2003 
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