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Auditing

Along with managerial and intermediate accounting, auditing also offers an area
to share sustainability in the classroom. Auditing courses can address assurance services
related to an organizationís sustainability performance.

With the growing numbers of companies preparing CSR or sustainability reports,
auditing and reviewing these reports by providing sustainability assurance services is a
possible area of growth for Big 4 and smaller accounting firms (OíDwyer & Owen,
2005). This could also be an area of career interest for students interested in promoting
sustainability, the environment and greater global citizenship in business organizations.

Conclusion

There is a growing emphasis on sustainability in business today, and many companies
include sustainability as part of their overall business strategy. Companies can benefit
in many ways from including sustainability as a major part of the business including
financial (Lev, Petrovits, & Radhakrishnan, 2010), reputation enhancements (Toms,
2002), and improvements in stakeholder relations (Ballou, Heitger, & Landes, 2006).
Several organizations voluntarily prepare sustainability or CSR reports that detail their
actions toward the environment and social actions. These actions can include everything
from setting up recycling programs, improving efficiency to save energy, or using solar
power for example.

Accounting faculty should find more ways to integrate sustainability into their
curriculum and courses as this field continues to grow in importanceboth in the profession
and in society. Educators may discuss sustainability in many areas of accounting including
managerial or cost accounting, intermediate accounting, or auditing. Examples include
using environmentally friendly examples in areas such as capital budgeting, discussing
performance measures such as the Triple Bottom Line or the Green Balanced Scorecard,
talking about social and integrated financial reporting, and mentioning careers in
environmental auditing and audits of the company prepared sustainability or CSR
reports.

As accounting professors, we should try to best prepare students for what they will
see in the workplace, thereby showing students the importance of sustainability illustrates
a greater worldview and global citizenship (Miedema & Bertram-Troost, 2015). By
teaching them the importance of sustainability, we not only teach them accounting but
show them how to be responsible citizens and thrive in a more sustainable future economy
(Bell, 2016).

Sustainability will continue to grow in importance in relation to the accounting
profession and society. Future research opportunities related to accounting and sustain-
ability could include more research on the financial and reputational benefits to companies
that practice sustainability. Additional research could also be completed based on the
benefits of including sustainability as part of university accounting and business programs.



Timothy Creel and Veronica Paz84

References



85Teaching Sustainability in an Accounting Classroom

Moir, L. (2001). What do we mean by corporate social responsibility? Corporate
Governance, 1, 16ñ22.

OíDwyer, B., & Owen, D. (2005). Assurance statement practice in environmental, social,
and sustainability reporting: A critical evaluation. The British Accounting Review,
37, 205ñ229.

Rogers, J. (2016). The next frontier: Measuring and managing sustainability performance.
Strategic Finance, June, 28ñ37.

Toms, J. (2002). Firm resources, quality signals and the determinants of corporate environ-
mental reputation: Some UK Evidence. The British Accounting Review, 34, 257ñ
282.

Woller, G. (2007). Trade-offs between social & financial performance. ESR Review,
Fall, 14ñ19.

Correspondence concerning this paper should be addressed toVeronica Paz, Indiana
University of Pennsylvania. Email: Veronica.paz@iup.edu


