
An abstract is a short (usually one paragraph long) synopsis of a larger work or publication that can stand apart 

from the larger text.  Abstracts typically have several parts, and the purpose of this handout is to dissect them in 

order to help you approach writing an abstract with ease. A good abstract should be able to stand alone, and it should 

not directly quote the article or major work it belongs to. Below is an example abstract with an imagined purpose of in-

dexing in an online database. 

The Anatomy of an Abstract 

Created by Maddie Hornstein, a tutor at the Kathleen Jones White Writing Center at Indiana University of Pennsylvania  

Substances with largely unknown safety are appearing in the products consumers use every day, 
which poses a risk to public health. Of  all the industrial chemicals in consumer products, only 3 
percent of  them have been comprehensively tested to ensure their safety. Animal studies are the 
industry standard in safety testing, but they are ineffective, costly, and time consuming. Re-
searchers developed a new algorithm and database for analyzing and identifying potentially 
harmful substances


