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ton Callaway, who detected “the
boundless spirit and imagination of
a natural artist” when she met Kel-
ly in 2002. Another early cham-
pion, middle school music teach-
er Ken Berman, was so inspired by
the pre-teen’s playing and writing
that he insisted, “you have to re-
cord.” What followed was her first
disc, Dreaming. “The CD release
took place on March 17,2004,” she
recalls,“and as soon as | walked

on stage, | realized that performing
was my favorite thing to do.”

Trumpeter and Jazz at Lincoln
Center artistic director Wynton
Marsalis was so impressed with
Kelly’s three-night stand as guest
of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Or-
chestra that he invited her to join
the ensemble at the Kennedy Cen-
ter’s Eisenhower Theater in Wash-
ington, D.C., for Barack Obama’s
Inauguration Celebration. Harry
Connick, Jr. heard Kelly in a master
class on a December afternoon
and brought her on stage to sit in
with his band that night.

As a bandleader, Grace has per-
formed over 600 concerts world-
wide in such notable venues as the
Hollywood Bowl, Kennedy Cen-
ter, Carnegie Hall, and Sympho-

ny Hall and major festivals such as
Montreal, Newport, and Montreux
and clubs around the world such

as Birdland (New York), Porgy and
Bess (Vienna), Ronnie Scott’s (Lon-
don), and many more. Grace has
also performed and/or record-

ed with artists such as Huey Lew-
is, Harry Connick Jr, Dave Brubeck,
Gloria Estefan, David Sanborn, Es-
peranza Spalding, Phil Woods,
James Cotton, and Wynton Marsa-
lis to name a few.

Grace has been featured on CNN.
com (Making of a Prodigy), Glamour
Magazine's Top Ten College Wom-
en 2011, and multiple appearanc-
es on NPR. Grace has also won
many awards, some of which in-
clude multiple recognitions such as
ASCAP Composer awards, Down-
beat Magazine awards, Boston Mu-
sic awards, FNX/Phoenix Best Mu-
sic Poll, and multiple International
Songwriting Competitions. Down-
beat Critics Poll added to her list
naming her one of the Alto Saxo-
phone Rising Stars, the youngest
ever to be named so.

Here are a few comments from
her colleagues:

“Grace Kelly writes great songs, sings
beautifully, is a world class saxophon-
ist, and is going to be a big big star.”

— Huey Lewis

“Grace Kelly plays with intelligence,
wit and feeling. She has a great
amount of natural ability and the
ability to adapt that is the hallmark



of a first-class jazz musician.” —
Whynton Marsalis

“As everybody knows, she is a re-
markably mature player.” — David
Sanborn

Jason Palmer, trumpet, is be-
coming one of the most in de-
mand jazz musicians of his genera-
tion. He has shared the stage with
icons such as Roy Haynes, Her-
bie Hancock, Jimmy Smith,Wynton
Marsalis, Greg Osby, Kurt Rosen-
winkel, Ravi Coltrane, Geri Allen,
Patrice Rushen, Clarence Penn,
Common (hip-hop icon), Roy Har-
grove, Billy Pierce, and others. Ja-
son took First Place in the 2009
Carmine Caruso International Jazz
Trumpet Solo Competition, and
the 2007 issue of Downbeat Maga-
zine cited Jason as one of the Top
25 Trumpeters of the Future.

His debut recording titled Song-
book (Ayva Musica) features nine
original compositions and includes
guest saxophonists Ravi Coltrane
and Greg Osby. Jason was a mem-
ber of Greg Osby’s quintet from
2004-2006 which performed at
major jazz festivals across Europe
as well as two stints at the Village
Vanguard in New York City. He is
currently a member of Grace Kel-
ly’'s Quintet and Matana Robert’s
Mississippi Moonchile performing
at major jazz festivals and venues
throughout the U.S., Europe, and
Canada. In September of 2009, Ja-

son completed an extensive tour
of the U.K. in support of U.K. bass-
ist Michael Janisch’s debut album ti-
tled Purpose Built.

In addition to having a heavy per-
forming schedule and leading his
own quintet as house band at Bos-
ton’s historical Wally’s Jazz Café, Ja-
son continues to maintain a fulfill-
ing schedule as an educator, actor,
and board member at JazzBoston.
Jason was the leading actor in di-
rector Damien Chazelle’s Guy and
Madeline on a Park Bench.The
movie received great reviews after
premiering at the Tribeca Film Fes-
tival in 2009.

Pete McCann, guitar, is one of
the first-call sidemen in New York.
He works in several groups in-
cluding the Patti Austin band, Lee
Konitz Nonet, Chris Tarry Quin-
tet, Melissa Stylianou group, New
York Nonet, Dan Willis Sextet, D
Walter Trio, and Alison Wedding’s
group. Pete has performed with
some of the greats in jazz including
Kenny Wheeler, Dave Liebman, Lee
Konitz, Kenny Garrett, Peter Ers-
kine, Gary Thomas, Greg Osby, Bri-
an Blade, and the Maria Schneider
Orchestra.

He has appeared on over 60 CDs
including Almost Certainly Dreaming,
Chris Tarry group; | Think It's Go-
ing to Rain Today, Curtis Stigers; The






