
MINUTES OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE 
 
 



Griffith, of the School of Continuing Education, has agreed to step in as Interim 

Assistant Dean.  It is still our plan to begin the search for the new Dean very 
soon. 
 
VICE CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT (Senator Cojocaru) 
 
Senator Cojocaru announced that the third Meeting of the Masses was a success.  
Eighty-ninety people were in attendance.  The architects responsible for the HUB 
expansion gave a presentation, there was a preliminary report on the new recycling 
policy, Dr. Staszkiewicz discussed the proposed laser printing charge, and Ms. 



that the approved curricular process is observed at all times. Most of all, the 

Provost as the top academic officer must ensure that the process is followed. I 
would like to issue a challenge to all senators to ensure that the curricular 
process is followed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS (carryover from October 6, 1998 meeting) 
 



an action research project. 

 
2.  Credit Hour Considerations.  Another reason for proposing changes to the M.Ed. 
is to make the programs (teacher certification and the M.Ed.) deliverable in 36-39 
credit hours. 
 
Proposed Changes 
 
1.  Foundations of Education.  Students would take a foundations course that is 
directly related to their area of specialization in early childhood, EE 661 History 
and Philosophy of Early Childhood.  This required course has already been approved 
by the Graduate Curriculum Committee in 1995.  It would be moved to the Foundations 
section of the course sequence sheet, fulfilling that requirement. 

 
Rationale: The Foundations of Education Department is closing and will be absorbed 
by Professional Studies.  Using the existing required course to meet the foundations 
requirement will better meet the needs of the practicing teachers in this program 
without affecting agreements with other departments. 
 

2.  Behavioral Studies.  Students would take the required course EL 655 
Developmental Influences on Children’s Learning to meet the Behavioral Studies 
requirement.  This newly revised course was approved by the Graduate Curriculum 
Committee in 1997.  
 
Rationale: The PSE Department has the resources to staff this course.  Moving it 
into the Behavioral Studies category would put the PSE Department in a position to 
assign faculty to teach it on-site in Johnstown without inconveniencing any other 
departments. 
 
3.  Research Requirement.  The current program calls for six credits of research 
methods.  As it currently stands, GR 615 and one other research course is required. 
Since the 1995 revision, students usually have taken the EE 766 Evaluation of Early 
Childhood Programs course as their second research course.  However, changes to the 
doctoral program would make that course unavailable to early childhood majors, 
particularly at an off-campus site. We are proposing that the students take a 
special section of GR 615 with an early childhood education research emphasis and 

take the remaining 3 s.h. in their specialization area. 
 

Rationale: This research sequence is specifically designed with the in-service 
educator in mind. Students would not only learn about action research, they would 
also be required to conduct a classroom-based research project.  This requirement 
would do a much better job of meeting the NAEYC standards for professional 
development than a course that focuses on basic statistics. 
 
1. Requiring Two Courses That Were Recommended Electives.  Part of the process of 

establishing a cohort system is to deliver an invariant sequence of courses in a 
highly predictable fashion.  In order to achieve this, two courses that were once 
considered electives would now be required.  These courses are EX 515 Preschool 
Education for Children with Disabilities and HE 526 Techniques of Parent 
Education. 

 
Rationale: The reason for selecting these two courses is that they directly address 
the new standards of the learned society that evaluates early childhood programs 
nationwide, the National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

 



M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education 

Comparison of the Current Program and the Proposed Program 

 

Current Program 

 

Professional Development 12 s.h. 

 

A.  Humanistic Studies  3 s.h.  

 

One of the following is required: 

 

FE 514 Comparative Foundations of Education 3 s.h. 

 

FE 611 Historical Foundations of Education 3 s.h. 

 

FE 612 Philosophical Foundations of Education 3 s.h. 

 

FE 613 Social Foundations of Education 3 s.h. 

 

B.  Behavioral Studies 3 s.h. 

 

One of the following is required: 

 

CE 629  Group Procedures (Elementary) 3 s.h. 

 

CE 639 Group Procedures 3 s.h. 

 

EP 576 Behavior Problems 3 s.h. 

 

EP 578 Learning 3 s.h. 

 

EP 604 Advanced Educational Psychology 3 s.h. 

 

C.  Research 6 s.h. 

 

The following course is required of all students: 

 

GR 615  Elements of Research 3 s.h. 

 

Select one of the following courses: 

 

ED 698 Research Seminar in Reading 3 s.h. 

 

EE 762  Early Childhood Field Study 3 s.h. 

 

Proposed Program 

 

I.  Foundations of Education 3 s.h. 

 

EE 661 History and Philosophy of Early

  



 

Specialization  21-24 s.h. 

 

The following four courses are required: 

 

EL 655 Developmental Influences on 3 s.h. 

Children’s Learning 

EE 660 Child Study and Assessment 3 s.h. 

EE 665 Issues and Trends in Early Childhood 3 s.h. 

EE 762 Early Childhood Field Study 3 s.h. 

 

Select two additional courses from the list: 

 

EE 664  Early Childhood Curriculum 3 s.h. 

EL643 Resource Materials in Elem. Science 3 s.h. 

LT 644 Recent trends in Language Arts 3 s.h. 

EM655 Mathematics in Early Childhood 3 s.h. 

EX 515 Preschool Education for Children 3 s.h. 

With Disabilities 

HE 526 Techniques of Parent Education 3 s.h. 

LT648 Creativity and the Elementary School 3 s.h. 

Child 

 

These electives no longer pertain 

 

EL 750 The Acquisition of Literacy 3 s.h.   

EL 647  Resource Materials in Children’s 3 s.h. 

Literature 

EX 631 Psychology of Exceptional Children 3 s.h. 

And Youth 

HE 527  Administration of Child Development 3 s..h. 

Centers 

 

TOTAL (non-thesis) 36 s.h. 

TOTAL (thesis) 30 s.h. 

Specialization  27 s.h.. 

 

Now required as the Child Development 

Course: 

 

EE 660 Child Study and Assessment 3 s.h. 

 

EE 665 Issues and Trends in Early Childhood 3 s.h. 

Education 

 

(now required only for students who 

lack significant experience with young 

children) 

 

 

EE 664 Early Childhood Curriculum 3 s.h. 

EL 643 Resource Materials in Elementary 3 s.h. 

Science (special early childhood section) 

LT 644 Recent Trends in Language Arts 3 s.h. 

(special early childhood section) 

EM 655 Mathematics in Early Childhood 3 s.h. 

EX 515 Preschool Education for Children 3 s.h. 

with Disabilities (now required) 

HE 526  Techniques of Parent Education 3 s.h. 

(now required) 

LT 648  Creativity and the Elementary 3 s.h. 

School Child (now required) 

 

Total Specialization Credits 27 s.h. 

 

 

 

TOTAL – Non-thesis Only 36 s.h.





 
made available to faculty with specialized expertise in early childhood 
education.   

 
We have been successful in gaining administrative support for this project from the 
Greater Johnstown School District, the College of Education and School of Continuing 
and Non-Residential Education at IUP.  
 
LIBRARY AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES COMMITTEE--Chairperson S. Jackson 
No report. 
 
NON-CREDIT COMMITTEE--Chairperson Nagendra 
No report. 
 
RESEARCH COMMITTEE--Chairperson Neusius 
No report. 
 
STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE--Chairperson Barker 
No report. 

 
UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT & FINANCE COMMITTEE--Chairperson Heckroth 
No report. 
 
ACADEMIC COMMITTEE--Chairperson Duntley 
 
Because of the special retirement window, many additional faculty and administrators 
are now submitting letters of retirement to be effective January 1, 1999.  Most of 
these were received (and are still being received) after the final call for emeritus 
nominations was distributed.  As of November 2, there were 23 retirements for 1/1/99 
with another ten or so anticipated.  Without further action, these persons could not 
be considered and would not have emeritus status for one and a half years after 
retirement.  Because of the dates for February Senate (Feb. 2) and then for February 
Council of Trustees (Feb. 19), it is possible to make this work.  [Depends on having 
quorum for February Senate] 
 
Therefore, the Academic Committee announced the following supplemental deadlines: 

 
November 3-December 15--Departments prepare nominations and have vote of faculty. 
 
Tuesday, December 15--Departments submit completed nominations to deans. 
 
Monday, December 21--Deans submit nominations to Provost 
 
Thursday, January 14--Provost forwards nominations to committee 
 
January 14-19--Committee members review nominations 
 
Tuesday, Jan 19--Committee takes action on group two nominations 
 
Wednesday, Jan 20--February Senate agenda due 
 
Tuesday, Feb 2--Action in Senate on (a) Emeritus list two and on (b) a motion to 
approve forwarding this segment of the February Senate actions without waiting for 

approval of Minutes at the March meeting. 
 
Wednesday, February 3--Material goes to Office of the President for inclusion in the 
Trustees' Docket (which must be out for review 10 days in advance). 
 
Friday, February 19--Council of Trustees meeting approves emeritus status 
 
Departments that cannot meet these deadlines may wait until the regular call in 1999. 
 
 
 



 
AWARDS COMMITTEE--Chairperson Wheat 
 
Nomination forms for Senate awards will be mailed November 9 and should be returned 
to Senator Wheat by December 14, 1998. 
 
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE--Chairpersons Wilson and Myers 
 
At the recommendation of Chairperson Wilson, the Senate APPROVED the following 
course revision: 
 
New Course Description 
BI 242 – Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy   (3c-2l-3sh) 
Prerequisites:  BI 220 
An investigation of the comparative structure and function of the vertebrate body 
with emphasis on the diverse solutions to the problem of design for survival and the 
evolutionary mechanisms that provide those solutions.  This course meets twice per 
week for 2 ½ hours.  Each meeting will include both lecture and laboratory 
experiences. 

 
Old Course Description 
BI 432 – Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy   (2c-3l-3sh) 
Prerequisites: BI 220 
Discussion of anatomy of representative vertebrates from a comparative point of 
view.  Stresses major organizational changes observed in vertebrate history. 
 
Rationale 
This revision updates course content, assures that students have earlier access to 
the basic vertebrate anatomy course and restructures the course to allow for better 
integration of lecture and laboratory experiences. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Senator Mlecko suggested that the committee reports include a brief summary of 

the committee's work rather than simply the date and time of committee meetings. 
Senator Mlecko also suggested the Senate start meetings on time. 

 
2. Senator Bell requested specific details on the laser printing usage fees when the 

proposed policy is brought to the Senate floor.  Specifically, what is the 
justification for the fee, what amount is to be raised by the fee, and on what 
are the funds going to be spent.  Senator S. Jackson responded and stated that 
the committee will have as much detail as possible in their report at the 
December meeting. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cathleen Golden 
University Senate Secretary 


