


Syllabus of Record

BLAW 440 The Law of Property Oil and Gas Leasing I
3 lecture hours, 0 lab hours, 3 credits

BLAW 540 The Law of Property Oil and Gas Leasing I
3 lecture hours, 0 lab hours, 3 credits

Prerequisites: BLAW 235 (Undergraduate), BLAW 633 (Graduate)
L Catalog Description
Designed to give students an understanding of fundamental energy law including oil and gas law.

Includes analysis of natural resource leases and contracts, rights and ownership of the mineral
estate, law of capture, contracts, clauses and covenants of the oil and gas lease, onl and gas
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private and federal lands, easements and right of ways in connection with natural resource
exploration, environmental considerations and impacts of natural resource drilling and
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IIl.  Course Outline by Week

Topical coverage

Week 1: Hours 3

Introduction to energy law, structure of courts, ownership rights in mineral estates

Week 2: Hours 3
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Week 14: Hours 3
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Hours (3) * 14=42 hours + 2 final= 44 Hours

IV.  Evaluation Methods COURSE OUTCOME

For Undergraduate Students:

Two tests during the semester 40% 1,2,3,5,
Final Examination 30% 1,2,4,3,5,
Two ascionmente/written cace chiidiec 200/ 2



Assignment Description: Graduate

Assignment/Case Study. In one assignment students will analyze two court cases dlscussmg issues
with natural resource lease agreements and apply legal reasoning in reaching a decision in the

cases. Inanotherassxgnmentsmdentswnll analyze an actual lease agreement and be able to identify
the important legal issues in the lease.

Assignment Drafting a lease agreement: students will draft a lease agreement for a sample plot of
land in order to extract the natural resources such as oil and gas.

Assignment Research Project Report (For Graduate Students only):
Graduate students will conduct an exploratory research related to legal options/risk assessment and

strategy used by energy companies based on the theories/models discussed in class and present their
findines in a research report. An example would be; legal reauirement in a Marcellus drilling

program.

Attendance Policy: The Attendance policy complies with the Indiana University of Pennsylvania
vidplines

. Required Textbook

as (University Casebook Series) 2011 by Richard
C. Maxwell, Ste hen F. Wllliams, Patrlck H. Martin and Bruce M. Kramer
ISBN-10: 0882779834 ISBN-13: 978-0882779836

VL.  Special Resource Requirements
Classroom must be equipped with Internet access and display capabilities for the teacher.
Students must have access to high speed Internet for 2 hours per week outside of class hours.
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B. Course Proposal Format
1. Under Graduate Curriculum Authorization Form
See Cover Page

2. Course Description and Particulars
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2b.  Rationale: With the increasing interest, profit and employment in the Energy and Shale
industrv this caugse wijlhenefjt gur students and the lnpal.ecanamy Thic puree willhe
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2c.  Other Courses and Programs:
a. This course does not overlap wnth any other courses or programs
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