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L. Catalog Description

Course Title: Honors Seminar in Chemistry

Prefix: CHEM

Number: 484

Hours: 1¢-0l-1cr

Prerequisites: admission to honors program and permission of department chairperson
Co-requisites: CHEM 483

Description: Honors seminar course in chemistry. Students will attend seminars given by
visiting scientists, faculty, graduate students and other undergraduate students. Each
honors student will present one or more seminars on a topic current in the chemical
literature and/or research that the student is doing in CHEM 483.

IL. Objectives:
1. Students will evaluate and criticize cutting-edge research in chemistry.
2. Students will prepare and present seminars on assigned topics or on their own research.
3. Students will develop the ability to listen critically and to formulate probing questions
about research.
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5. Students will gain experience presenting scientific work orally and answering questions
about what they have presented.
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B - good completion of appropriate requirements (80 — 89 %)
C - fair completion of appropriate requirements (70 — 79 %)
D - poor completion of appropriate requirements (60 — 69 %)
F- non-completion of appropriate requirements (50 — 59 %)
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discussion of seminars presented by others; c) ability to answer questions and to suggest
possibilities when the answer is not known; d) active participation in all seminars; €)
constructive criticism of the presentations of other persons; f) use of technology in the
presentation of seminar.

VI.  Attendance Policy:
Since participation is a key focus of this course, attendance will be required of all students.

There are no reauired textbooks. Students will be reauired to_refer to nrimarv sources of

chemistry research to prepare their seminars.

VIII. Special Resource Requirements:
This course will require one (1) additional contact hour and one (1) additional prep each
semester.
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Sample Syllabus
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considerably due to the nature of the course.
CHEM 484 Honors Seminar in Chemistry

Course Goals: The course is designed to expose honors students to a wide variety of
research areas and techniques in modern chemistry. Students will:
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suggestions concerning the research
3. present a seminar and written report on either research in the literature or their
own research
Student Evaluation
Final letter grades will be based on the following items:
1. 40% Student seminar presentation & written report
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3. 15% Summaries and critiques of seminars (of others)
4. 15 % Quality of participation in seminar series (of questions and suggestions)
5. 5% Peer evaluation of performance
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ALL students will need to provide a preliminary title by . All students will
submit an abstract at least one full week before their formal presentation. The dates of
each individual presentation will be determined as early in the semester as possible. The

presentation mgv be held on aligmate davsand/gralternate times from the farmgl. ,

meeting time of the course. The contribution to the Student Seminar Presentation score
of each of these parts will be as follows

5% TITLE
15 % ABSTRACT (due one week prior to the formal presentation)
80% PRESENTATION

Preparation for student seminar presentation:
A preliminary title is due by

A list of appropriate references is due at least two weeks before the presentation. (You
may, however, add references after this date). For students presenting a literature-based
seminar, the handout “Reading Research Articles” is useful.

An outline of the presentation is due one week prior to the student presentation.

The student is encouraged to practlce with presentation styles and options, including
PowerPoint, so that the time spent in the preparation of overheads or slides is as
productive as possible. This practice will have to take place at times outside of the
scheduled class period.
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