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New Syllabus of Record

I. Catalog Description

COMM 374: Documentary Photography 3 Credit Hours
0 Lab hours

instructor
(3¢-01-3cr)

Prepares students to photograph documentary content that explores aspects of historical significance,
cultural value, social change, and social injustice. Explores the differences and similarities between
documentary photography and purely aesthetic photography in order to capture images focused on social
and historic value. Calls for students to critically analyze documentary images, projects, photographers
and the societal impact they have made in order create new and influential images for modern and future
utilization. Students are required to have access to a digital camera.

II. Course Outcomes
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:
Objective 1: Analyze key documentary photographers and their work

Objective 2: Critique the strengths and weaknesses of documentary photographs
Objective 3: Analyze the effect of documentary photography on sometal issues and change
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III. Course Outline

Class In class Major Assignment Due Textbook
Readings
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V._Gradine Scale. _

Grading Scale: A: >90% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D: 60-69% F: <60%

Although there is no formal attendance policy for this class, student learning is enhanced by regular
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Coles, R. (1998). Doing documentary work. London: Oxford University Press.
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Students will be responsible for obtaining any and all technology they require for creating and editing their
projects beyond what the Communications Media Department is able to provide. This includes a digital
camera, editing software and facilities, as well as digital storage devices for handing in projects.



Rosenthal, A. (2007). Writing, directing, and producing documentary films and videos. Carbondale, IL:
Southern Illinois University Press.

Social Documentary (2008). Retrieved April 10, 2009 from:
http://www.socialdocumentary.net/index.php?slD=t3h8aﬂ0709hvnh7nukn80tcf7
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Comm 474
Documentary Photography -
Telephone: 724-357-2492
Email: kdudtaziup.edu

{nstructor: Dr. Kurt Dudt
121 Swouffer Hall

Office Hours: MW 10:30-12:00
TR 9:15-11:15

Course Outcomes: At the end of this course, the student will understand the various
types of documentaries in film and video and how the documentary film used as an
avenue of change and as an expression ol creativity.

Course Objectives:
o Understand the history of documentary photography
o Examine the various outcomes, intent and impact of the documentary
o Study various documentary photographers and filmmakers
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o Develop and create a documentary photography project of at least 30 pictures
o Study on documentary maker (ex photographer, video, filmmaker) in depth to
understand their use of the media 0 present their viewpoint.

Attendance and Procedures:
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