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Scriptwriting (CM 303) is a specialized course in the CM Department
that 13 designed to develop student writing skills in a varliety of
non-broadcasting areas including informational and educational
television, film, slide, etc. The course covers the nonbroadcasting
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1) developing an ability to write scripts that support the visual and
audio content of a production; 2> to developing persuasion techniques;
and 3> wrlting a script that malntains a continuity in style and a
logical development of the subject matter and content.

Thls course 13 an advanced elective taken annually by approximately
one hundred of the Department’s four hundred majors each year. The
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sophomores and seniors in each section. Class size is generally 20-25
students.

Video and slide tape are the most frequently used non-broadcast
media in industry and education. There are many instructional and
informational videos produced that are not intended to be used on
commerclal television. These videos are produced for training,
educatlon and iInformational purposes. The production of a script for
the non-broadcast media entails audience analysis and the selection of
the apppropriate media.

Scripts must be presented in a proper script format, using the
appropriate language and include the proper audio and visual cues.

The scriptwriting course penalizes for late and sloppy scripts as
students must learn that it is Important to meet production deadlines.

There are four types of writing which occur In thls class:

1> Writing to intearate scripting and thinking creatijvely
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METHOD OF INSTRUCTION
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assignments.

Students will evaluate and crltléue agsignments on the day
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Week 1

Week II

Week III

Week IV

rage 6

September 3 - 7

Introduction and Business of Scripting
Copyright Law

Chapter I (Buslness of Writing)

September 10 - 14
Shots - Transition & Form
Donut Script

September 17 - 21
esearching Scripts
Characterization Assignments

Chapters 4 & 8 (Researching a Script and Characterizations)

September 24 - 28

Treatment Requirements

Silde-tape Treatment Due -
Writing Narration

hanter 5§ (Treatmenta)

Week V

Week VI

Week VII

Week VIII

October | - 5
Emotional and Rational Appeals
Slide-tape script due

October 8 - 12

Storyboards, formats, lecture, examples, in-class
ungraded short storyboard

October 15 - 19

Assignment of education video (Aircraft Loader)
Educational video treatment due

Chapter 7 (Movement)

October 22 - 26

Draft of educational script
In-class work on storyboard
Storynoard due and critique

Week X

Chapter 10 (Writing dialogue)
In-class dialogue writing exercises (ungraded)

November 5 - 9
Political commercials (examples)

Rocqiu 1 SEahC imyacy

Republican 1980 convention tape
Political Commerclal assignment

Chaptec 2 (Pnlitical Commere]ala)
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Political Commercial draft due
TEST
Politlcal Commercial due

Week XII November 19 - 30
and Documentary Assignment
XIII Chapter 10 (Writing Dlalogue for Fiction and Non-fiction
Scripts)
Viewing of documentarles:
aJ) The River
b} Harlan County
¢) Jimmy Swaggard

Week XIV December 3 - 7
Draft of Documentary script due -
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Script {1 - The Donut Script

The following vignette is to help you develop skllls in scripting
format, the use of transitlions and shot selection:
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Be sure to script the following:
-- leaving the classroom

-- walking to the donut shop
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