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Objective 4: Analyze media content for themes related to criminology and criminal justice.
Expected Student Learning Outcomes 1 and 2:

Informed and Empowered Learners

Rationale:

A paper and presentation assignment will require students to have knowledge about
criminology/criminal justice system and be able to critically analyze the content present in the
media. Assignments also will require students to make the link between the content present in the
media and how it may influence public perceptions. This allows the student to evaluate the
information provided by the media and its accuracy.

Ill. Detailed Course Outline

A. Media (2 hours)
1. Forms of media
2. Who owns the media?
3. Ethical use of information

B. Pervasiveness of Crime in Everyday Media (3 hours)
1. How much media is encountered?
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D. Portrayal of Crime in Music (3 hours)






VI. Attendance Policy

The undergraduate course attendance policy will be consistent with the university undergraduate
attendance policy included in the Undergraduate Catalog.

VIl. Required Textbook

Robinson, M. (2011) Media Coverage of Crime and Criminal Justice. Durham, NC: Carolina Academic

Press.
Required Articles
Bealp- S. (2006) The News Media’s Influence on Crimipal lnstice Policy How market-drivennews

promotes punitiveness. William and Mary Law Review 48 (2): 397-481.

Collins, M. (2009) Ripped from the Headlines: The use of real crime in Law & Order episodes. The
Journal of the Jnstitute of Justice & Intetnational Stiudies 9: 88-97.

Quarterly 28 (1): 87-112.
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Hirschfield, P. & Simon, D. (2010) Legitimating Police Violence: Newspaper narratives of deadly
farce. Theoretical Criminoloov 14 (2): 155-182.

Klein, R. & Naccarato, S. (2003) Broadcast News Portrayal of Minorities: Accuracy in reporting.
American Behavioral Scientist 46 (12): 1611-1616.

Kraska, P. & Neuman, W.L. (2011) Chapter 9 “Nonreactive Research: Content analysis and existing
documents/statistics.” In Essential Criminal Justice and Criminology Research Methods. Upper

Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Lawrence, J. & Joyner, D. (1991) The Effects of Sexually Violent Rock Music on Males’ Acceptance of
Violence Against Women. Psychology of Women Quarterly 15: 49-63.

Lowry, D., Nio, T., & Leitner, D. (2003) Setting the Public Fear Agenda: A longitudinal analysis of

MMWMMMMWL&IJL%@MMDM af

Communication 53 (1) 61-73.

Tunnell, K. (19921 99 Years i Almnst for | ife: Punishment for vinlent crime in hliiserase music

-

Journal of Popular Culture 26 (3): 165-182.

Unsworth, G., Devilly, G., & Ward, T. (2007) The Effect of Playing Violent Video Games on
Adolescents: Should parents be quaking in their boots? Psychology, Crime & Law 13 (4): 383-
394.
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Course Analysis Questionnaire
Section A: Details of the Course

A1l: This course will be part of the group C controlled electives for Criminology or Criminology Pre-
law majors or can be taken as a free elective for Criminology, Criminology Pre-law majors,
Journalism majors, or Communication Media majors. This course also could be a liberal studies
elective eligible for all students. The content of this course is too broad to be included in another
course.
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course would fit in the group C controlled electives for Criminology or Criminology Pre-law majors.
A3: This course has not been offered as a special topics course.
AA4: This course will not be a dual-level course.

A5: This course cannot be taken for variable credit.
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Soc 3336 Crime and the Media

This class concerns the representations of crime and the criminal justice system in the

media. Television, film, newspaper, and electronic/internet media interests with crime and the
criminal justice system in a number of important ways. The point of this course is to examine
haw the media represents, distorts, apd/qr filters crime and justice issuec_Alsn the mediais

used as a mechanism to explore issues (e.g., political ideology, corrections policy, causes of
crime) that are central to the study of crime.

Mount Mercy University
CJ 426 Media and Crime
This course will focus on the mterrelatuonshnps among medna, crime, and the criminal justtce
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B2: The content of this course does not overlap with any other courses at the University. Journalism
was approached about cross-listing the course so that both Journalism and Criminology/Criminology
Pre-law majors could take the course.
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offered in the fall by one department and in the spring by the other department. Summer and winter
scheduling will he as desired hv fach denartment
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Section C: Implementation

C1: Faculty resources are adequate. Current CRIM, COMM, and JRNL faculty can teach the class. No
other courses will be taught less frequently or in fewer sections.

C2: No additional resources will be required
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C4: This course is proposed to being offered each semester.

C5: It is anticipated that a minimum of two sections will be taught during any given semester.

C6: This is a senior level course that will be seminar based rather than lecture, approximately 25
students can be accommodated.

C8: This course will be offered as a distance education course. This proposal includes the
implementation of Distance Education Agreement.

Part lil. Letters of Support or Acknowledgement






Liberal Studies Course Approval Checklist

Instruction Sheet
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different checklist is available for this. If you have questions, contact the Liberal Studies
Office, 103 Stabley, telephone 357-5715.

This checklist is intended to assist you in developing your course to meet IUP's Criteria for
Liberal Studies and to arrange your proposal in a standard order for consideration by the

Liberal Studies Committee (LSC) and the University-Wide Underaraduate Curriculum
Committee (UWUCC). When vou have fipighed, your oroposal will have these parts:
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Studies course designation checked




Liberal Studies Course Approval General Information

1. Anannual review (at the end of the spring semester) between departmental faculty teaching
CRIM 420 and JRNL 420 of the course objectives and outcomes will be held. In addition, the
validity of objectives will be assessed to determine whether the course goals are being met by
the Department of Criminology and Journalism Department.

social class. This also will be a constant theme present throughout the course.

3. The syllabus of record includes as required reading a collection of related articles. In addition,
articles from the bibliography may be assigned as needed.
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knowledge about criminology/criminal justice and journalism (see prerequisites). However,
students can still register for the course if granted departmental permission.




CRIM/JRNL 420 Media Portrayal of Crime

Subject: CRIM/IRNL 420 Media Portrayal of Crime

From: "David H. Pistole" <dpistole@iup.edu>

Date: 4/12/2013 2:12 PM

To: "Frenzel, Erika " <e.frenzel@iup.edu>

CC: "Weaver, Debra L" <Debra.Weaver@iup.edu>, "Swinker, Mary E" <Mary.Swinker@iup.edu>,
"Slack, Frederick J" <Frederick.Slack@iup.edu>, Sharon C Aikins <saikins@iup.edu>, Robert W
Sweeny <bob.sweeny@iup.edu>, Megan E Knoch <megan.knoch@iup.edu>, Megan Alice
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