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(A) Why is the
program being
revised?*

(B) Identify the
Program
Student
Learning
Outcomes

The current BS in General Studies degree curriculum has several weaknesses that these revisions will correct.

® The current program is cumbersome and difficult to complete within a 120 credit curriculum, particularly if upper-class
students transfer into the GS program from an existing major.

® Requiring 30 credits in a concentration allows the graduate to better meet career expectations.

* Twelve credits within a cognate area allows students to enhance their area of concentration, thus strengthening their overall
marketability.

IUP’s enrollment has been declining for several years, primarily due to the decline in traditional undergraduate enrollment. The
population of adult learners has increased in Pennsylvania over the same time frame and there are now more adult learners in the
state than 18 to 23 year-olds. These adult learners typically have jobs and cannot enroll in a full-time or face-to-face degree
program and need to have a fully online option

We are faced with three trends: declining undergraduate enroliment, an increasing population of adult learners, and more than
1,000,000 individuals who have started but not completed a degree. The best prospect IUP has in maintaining or growing
enroliment (and avoiding any unpleasant ramifications as a result of declining enrollment) is with the adult learner

population. Other institutions, including Cal U (PASSHE), have developed and implemented online adult degree completion
programs.

To address these issues, Developmental Studies would like to revise the current General Studies Bachelor's degree program and

use it as a vehicle for engaging adult learners and helping Pennsylvania’s citizens achieve degree completion. Our intention is to

transform the bachelor’s degree program in General Studies into a 100% online bachelor's degree completion program, in addition
to the traditional program.

We are emphasizing flexibility because the adult learners enrolling may have completed coursework in any major. This degree has
to be offered online because anything other than this could hamper future enroliments and cripple this program.

Revising this program will benefit the University by increasing enroliment and revenue, and generating more degree-holding alumni.
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Liberal Studies: As outlined in Liberal Studies section 49
General Area of Study: (1, 2) 24

Choose at least 6¢r from three of the four areas listed below. At least 12cr must be 300-level or
above. Courses should relate to theme developed in special interest area.

Arts, Letters, and Culture Area: Art, Communications Media, English, French, German,
Journalism, Music, Philosophy, Religious Studies, Spanish, Theater

Human Behavior and Development Area: Anthropology, Education, Health, Family and
Consumer Sciences, Psychology, Sociology

Science, Mathematics, and Technology Area: Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science,
Geoscience, Mathematics, Physics, and relevant courses in education

Social and Political Systems Area: Economics, Education, Employment and Labor Relations,
Geography and Regional Planning, History, Political Science

Special Interest Area: (3) 21

With approval of advisor, student may select, from any department listed above, courses that
focus on a particular need or interest. At least 12cr must be 300-level or above. The program
must include either one research course that provides opportunities for extensive writing or an
independent study project. Some courses will not be available to general studies majors.
Electives: 26

At least 6¢r must be 300-level or above

Total Degree Requirements: 120

(1) Individually planned themes may not duplicate any existing degree programs that are
otherwise available at IUP, nor may they be used to circumvent specific requirements within an
existing major.

(2) No more than 30cr taken in any one department will count toward graduation.

(3) In the application of university policies, the special interest area is considered as the major.
Specifically, to graduate, students must be in

academic good standing and attain a 2.0 GPA in the special interest
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Liberal Studies: As outlined in Liberal Studies section 43
College Concentration (“Theme”): 30

Complete all requirements for a recognized minor or a
concentration approved by an adviser, plus additional
courses offered within the same academic college (1). No
less than 15 of these credits should be 300-level or above.

Special Interest Area (“Cognate Area”): 12

With the approval of an adviser, the student will select
additional courses that focus on a particular need, interest, or
specialty that complements the college concentration.

Free Electives: 35
Total Degree Requirements (2), (3): 120

(1) An adviser may provide pre-approval for coursework
outside of the college if it's closely related to the
concentration. An example may be an HOSP course in an
ECB concentration or an MIS course in a NSM college
concentration.

(2) A minimum of 42 credits of advanced coursework in
required for graduation in the program.

(3) Individually planned themes may not duplicate any
existing degree programs that are otherwise available at IUP,
nor may they be used to circumvent specific requirements
within an existing major.
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Liberal Studies courses
require the

reading and use by
students of at

least one non-textbook
work of

fiction or non-fiction or a
collection

of related articles. Please
describe

how your course will
meet this

criterion.
Teacher Education Section

- Complete this section only for a new Teacher Education course or Teacher Education course revision
If Completing this Section,

Check the Box to the Right:
Course Designations:

Key Assessments
For both new and revised courses, please attach (see the program education coordinator):
® The Overall Program Assessment Matrix

® The Key Assessment Guidelines
® The Key Assessment Rubric

File Modified
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® Drag and drop to upload or browse for files {
Narrative Description of the = 110w the proposal relates to the Education Major
Required Content
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