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Part II. Description of the Curriculum Change
1. New Syllabus of Record

I. Catalog Description:

ENGL 342 Short Fiction 3c-01-3cr

Prerequisites: ENGL 101, 122, or permission
Studies the forms and theories of short fiction as a genre. Emphasizes major writers and
movements and considers historical developments.

II. Course Objectives:

At the end of the course students will be able to:

1. Recognize the formal elements that define short fiction as a genre.

2. Analyze how formal elements create meaning in short fiction.

3. Explain major historical and cultural developments in the evolution of short fiction as
a genre, including changing aesthetics.

4. Apply a variety of theoretical approaches to reading and interpreting short fiction.

5. Apply studies in short fiction to student-identified interests, including personal
reading, coursework, teaching, etc.

III. Course Outline

Introduction to Short Fiction (3 hours)
Formal Elements of Fiction (e.g. character, plot, theme) (6 hours)
Early Forms of Short Fiction (sketches, tales, etc.) (3 hours)
Edgar Allan Poe and the Concept of Unity (3 hours)
Twentieth-century aesthetics (e.g. modernism, minimalism) (6 hours)
In-depth study of select authors and their short fiction (12 hours)
The Contemporary Short Story and “New” Forms (6 hours)
Group Presentations (3 hours)

Final Exam (2 hours)

IV. Evaluation Methods

Reading Journals 20%
Midterm Paper/Exam 20%
Group Presentation 20%
Participation 10%

Final Paper/Project: 30%









