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III. Course Qutline

A. Introduction to Course: 50 minutes / 1 hour

Syllabus

Policies

Preliminary definition: What is a fairy tale?

Preliminary discussion: What role do fairy tales play in contemporary society?

B. Definition of Fairy Tale: 100 minutes / 2 hours

Student definition versus scholarly definition
Folktale versus Fairy Tale

Characteristics of Folktales/Fairy Tales
Typical structure of Folktales/Fairy Tales
Typical Fairy Tale characters

C. Gender Roles and Socialization in Fairy Tale Texts: 300 minutes / 6 hours

How are gender roles delineated?

What do we learn about the socialization process that leads to the identification with a
specific gender role?

How do male and female characters interact?

What do we learn about preferred gendered behavior patterns?

How do modern gender roles differ (or not)?

D. Family Relationships in Fairy Tale Texts: 300 minutes / 6 hours

How are families depicted?

What kind of functional/dysfunctional family units are represented?
What examples of effective/ineffective parenting are shown?

How do step parents and step children interact?

What do we learn ahout what would be considered the “ideal familv”?
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Fairy tale motifs in short stories
Fairy tale motifs in novels
Fairy tale motifs in essays
Fairy tale motifs in drama

H. Fairy Tales and Film: 300 minutes / 6 hours

Two films [may be in English or German; German strongly preferred]

Films may include but are not limited to:

Snow White

Cinderella

Little Red Riding Hood
Ella Enchanted

The Princess Bride

I. Tests: 150 minutes / 3 hours

Two longer or three shorter tests
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Essays 20%

Students will be required to write two analytical essays. In these essays, they will show that
they can practically apply the knowledge they acquired in class and from various readings
and written assignments. They will critically mterpret a text passage, a topic, or a scholarly
review and present their findings in a clear and concise manner in the target language.

Quizzes 10%

There will be at least 5 quizzes, both announced and unannounced. The specific number and
content of the quizzes will be decided by the individual instructor. They will cover reading
assignments and/or content of class discussions.

Final Project 20%
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may be a test, an essay, a presentatlon ora scholarly or creatlve project (e.g. a critical
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estabhshed in class, a vndeo production of a fairy tale etc.). In any case, the final project will
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V. Grading Scale
Grading Scale: A: 90-100% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D: 60-69% F: 59% and lower
VI. Attendance Policy

Only regular attendance and thorough preparation will ensure a satisfying learning
experience and a successful completion of this course. Therefore all students are expected to
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Course Analysis Questionnaire

Section A: Details of the Course

A1 How does this course fit into the programs of the department? For what students is the
course designed? (majors, students in other majors, liberal studies). Explain why this
content cannot be incorporated into an existing course.

This course is designed for German majors and minors. The current literature offerings focus
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classrooms already have this equipment. When taught as a distance
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