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S. NOTE-TAKING. Because there is no standard textbook for this
course, much of the content is presented in lectures. Students
are encouraged to take their notes in a double-entry format——that
is, one side of a page for recording the lecture and the opposite
far making later notations about implications; questions, and

insights that the student sees. This encourages students to see
historv _as internretatinn and ke o;cs;s o dedoeoesdaddo.
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themselves. Notebooks are not collected or graded.



THOUGHT AND CULTURE IN EARLY AMERICA

Fall Semester 1989 Dr. Charles Cashdollar

COURSE OBJECTIVES

A. Framing  Historical Aragument——Reading, Writing, and
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important questions, what they consider good evidence, and how
they organize their thoughts to convince others. You should
be able to recognize this when you read or listen to others,
and you should be able to do it yourself when you write or
discuss. .

familiar with the people, terms, examples of material culture,
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R. Cultural Literacy and Appreciation. You should be




Cultural Nationalism and American Literature
Cultural Nationalism and American Science

The Romantic World--Early Nineteenth—Century America

Romanticism Defined and Transported

The American Wilderness through Romantic Eyes
Discussion: Cooper, Deerslaver

The Romantic Spirit in American Art

The Romantic Spirit in American Music
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D. Demonstrate Your Ability to Write Historical Essays. You

A

will write four 3—-3 page essays during the semester; these
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resubmit it for a possible higher grade: you may revise and
resubmit essays 2 and 33 the last essay, which is turned in
at the final examination, may not be revised. [60% aof your

course grade.]
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are different; see assignment sheet.)

Artifacts, and Events. Three tests (two during the semester
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your progress with Course Objectives B and C. The tests, each
of which will be cumulative, will include a variety of
questions requiring responses of a paragraph or less. [Z23%4 of
vour course grade.]
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CHECK LIST FOR HISTORICAL ESSAYS
(mark and attach to front of your essay)
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#3, did you choose a historically appropriate question
for yourself?]

Does your paper take a clear position on the question?
That is, does it have a thesis? Would any reasonable
reader be able to tell easily what it is?

Have you supported your position well?
e Have you included the sub-theses (sub—points) that
you need to develop your main point?

Have you backed them up with evidence? Does your
evidence fit the argument; that is, does it prove
what you say it does?

Have you given credit to other historians when you
used their ideas? (although you do not have to have
formal footnotes or citations, the reader must be
able to tell which ideas are originally yours and
which are not.)

Are your points arranged in the most convincing
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