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New Course Proposal: PHILOSOPHY OF MIND

L Catalogue Description

PHIL 360 Philosophy of Mind

Hour Designation: 3c-0l-3cr

Credits: 3.0

Focuses on the Mind-Body Problem. Topics covered may include dualism, logical behaviorism,
identity theories, functionalism, various forms of physicalism, mental causation, reductionism,
and consciousness.

Prerequisites: Philosophy major or minor, or junior or senior standing, or instructor permission.

II. Course Objectives

At the end of this course students will be able to:

A. Understand fundamental questions in the philosophy of mind.

B. Analyze relevant concepts in the philosophy of mind in a careful, sustained manner.
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III. Detailed Course Outline & Texts

Readings: Kim, meJQQfJ ilnsonhv ot Mind Ind Edition_Weshriew Precg |
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Additional readings will be made available on the Course Project Directory (the “P: drive”).

Week 1: Introduction
Readings: Kim, Chapter 1

Week 2: Substance Dualism

Readings: Kim. Chaoter 2 _
Descartes, Meditations, especially Second and Sixth
“Dualism” SEP: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/dualism/
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Readings: Kim, Chapter 3
Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth”
Fodor, The Language of Thought, pp. 1-9.
“Behaviorism” SEP: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/behaviorism/

Week 4: Psychoneural Identity Theory

Readings: Kim, Chapter 4
Place, “Is Consciousness a Brain Process?”
Smart, “Sensations and Brain Processes”
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Levine, Joseph. 2001. Purple Haze. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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Place, U.T. “Is Consciousness a Brain Process?” British Journal of Psychology 47:44-50.
Putnam, Hllary 1975. “The Nature of Mental States.” In Mind, Language, and Reality.
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Rey, Georges. 2003. “Searle’s Misunderstandings of Functionalism and Strong AlL” In Preston
and Bishop (eds.) Views into the Chinese Room: New Essays on Searle and Artificial
Intelligence. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Rey, Georges “A Question about Consciousness.” In Block, Flanagan, and Guzeldere (1999).



B3. This course will not be cross-listed.
B4. This course will be made available to Continuing Education students.

C. Implementation.
Cl. The department can work this course 1nto its rotatlon of upper-level courses.
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C3. None of the resources for this course is based on a grant.
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des1gned for or restncted to certain seasonal semesters.
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C6. Twenty-five students. This is the size restriction on all upper-level PHIL courses.

C7. The American Philosophical Association does not recommend maximum enrollments for
this type of course.

C8. This is not a distance education course.

D. Miscellaneous.
No additional information is being supplied.






PHIL 360: Philosophy of Mind
LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL, PARTS I-III: GENERAL INFORMATION CHECK-LIST

L Please indicate the LS category(ies) for which you are applying:

LEARNING SKILLS:
First Composition Course Second Composition Course
Mathematics

KNOWLEDGE AREAS:
Humanities: History Fine Arts
Humanities: Philos/Rel Studies Social Sciences
Humanities: Literature Non-Western Cultures
Natural Sci: Laboratory Health & Wellness
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