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L. Catalog Description

PHIL 390 Philosophy of Human Nature 3c-01-3cr
Examines philosophical theories of human nature, including how traditional philosophical
debates about the mind, morality, persons, and freedom are informed by recent empirical work in
the cognitive sciences. Topics covered may include philosophical and scientific debates about
the innate content and structure of the human mind, moral judgment, the possibility of free will,
the extent to which human beings are rational, and the nature of the self and self-knowledge.
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¢. Hard Determinism
Relevant authors: A.J. Ayer, Robert Kane, Galen Strawson, Derk Pereboom

2. Experimental Philosophy and Neuroscience

a. “Folk” concepts of free will and the self

b. Neuroscience of free will
Relevant authors: Shaun Nichols, Joshua Knobe, Benjamin Libet, Eddy Nahmias, Alfred
Mele DdamJ_W&
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-Gould, S.J. (2000). “More Things in Heaven and Earth,” in H. Rose and S. Rose (eds.) Alas,
Poor Darwin: Arguments Against Evolutionary Psychology. London: Jonathan Cape, 85-
105.
Gould, S. J. and R. Lewontin (1979). “The Spandrels of San Marco and the Panglossia Paradigm:
A critique of the Adaptationist Programme,” Proceedings of the Royal Society London B,

205: 581-598.
Greene, J. (2003). “From Neural ‘Is’ to Moral ‘Ought’: What are the Moral Implications of
Neuroscientific Moral Psychology?” Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 4: 847-850.
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Scarhoroueh. S. Stembere.and . Qsherson (eds) An Invitationta (Cognitive Science:

Methods, Models, and Conceptual Issues, Vol 4., Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 107-132.
Tiget B (2AIM T W= Hayadieee Will?” in W Sinpostadematronn and 1 Nadpl (eds )

Conscious Will and Responsibility: A Tribute to Benjamin Libet. New York: Oxford
Umvers:ty Press.

York: Oxford University Press.
Mele, A. (2013). 4 Dlalogue on Free Will and Sczence New York Oxford Umversnty Press
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Sinnott-Armstrong, W. (ed.) (2008). Moral Psychology, Vol. 2: The Cognitive Science of

Morality: Intuition and Diversity. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
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Emotion, Brain Disorders, and Development. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
Sinnott-Armstrong, W. (ed.) (2014). Moral Psychology, Vol. 4: Free Will and Responsibility.
Cambrdige, MA: MIT Press.
Smi]:ssmuQQﬁ(p Free Wz lLand Hllusinon Nxford: Oxfard Lniversitv_ Press
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Stein, E. (1996). Without Good Reason: The Rationality Debates in Philosophy and Cognitive
Science. New York: Oxford University Press.
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