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attention to certain critical issues as they relate to religion and politics and religion and
economics. Examines some fundamental modes of religious life including ritual forms and
mythic expressions. Includes other themes such as revitalization movements and processes of
secularization in modern societies.

I1. Course Outcomes
In this course, students will:

a) Compare and contrast major world religions;

b) Use sociological concepts and theories to analyze major world religions;

c) Assess the role of modernization, secularization, globalization, and multi-culturalism
on the rise of religious fundamentalism, both in the U.S. and around the world;

d) Examine the rise of the Christian Right and Christian Nationalism in the United
States;

e) Identify the major battlegrounds (issues in contention) in contemporary “culture
wars”;

f) Explain both the conservative (status quo preserving) and reformist/revolutionary

(status quo challenging) tendencies present in major religious traditions;
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Week 4: “Big Tradition™ (official religion) versus “Little Tradition™(folk
religion)
This-Worldly versus other-worldly religious traditions
Local versus cosmopolitan religion
Hinduism
The Veduas
Samsara
Dhuarma
Moksha

Week 5: Buddhism
The Four Noble Truths
The Fisht{nld Path
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Mahayan Buddhism
Zen Buddhism

Confucianism
Shintoism

Week 6: Judaism
The Torah
Jewish theodicy
Jewish rituals
Christianity
The Bible
Eschatologies
Messianic/Millenarian theodicies
Christian rituals

Week 7: Islam
The Qur'an
The Prophet Muhammad
The Five Pillars of Islam
Sunni Islam
Shi’a Islam
Sufis
Islamists

Week 8: Religious Ethos

Relioion and Fthics



Week 9: Religion and social incquality
Religious ethics and social justice
Religion and politics
Religion and terrorism
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Week 10: Modernism and multiculturalism
Secularization
Privatization of religion
Moral relativism
Antisecularization thesis

Week 11: Culture wars
Protest theologics
Revitalization of religious traditions
Christian Right (U.S.)
Christian Nationalists
Islamic traditionalists
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o The ability to use an appropriate web based instructional software such as
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assignment submission features
2 The abilitv to weg ypggd ragargine enfyuge and 19 0D Nk oo

Word or Rich Text Format
o The ability to use Internet communication tools, specifically e-mail
e The ability to demonstrate appropriate online conduct

Technical Support
Technical support for computer issues and technology related to this course is available

from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania IT Support Center (724-357-4000, G-35
Delaney Hall). When you contact them you should be prepared to give specific details
regarding your technical issue(s), including what you were doing before the error
occurred and the exact text of any error messages received. If you experience issues
outside of the normal IT Support Center hours, you can also submit your error or question
via e-mail at it-supportcenter@iup.edu or via electronic form available online in Moodle.

Disability Services
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NCSS

Conceptual | INTASC Program Course Course
Framework | Standards Standards Objectives Assessment
la 1 5. Individuals, | (a)-(g) Midterm
Groups and Evaluation
Institutions Final
9. Global (a)-(g) Evaluation

Connections




[See also American Sociological Association teaching resources available at www.asanet.org. ]





