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Course Revision -- Syllabus of Record

SOC 361- Social Stratification

I CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Prerequisite: SOC 151 3c-01-3cr
Examines leading perspectives in the major sociological subfield of social stratification. Attention
drawn to different ways of ranking people in human societies, issues concerning the distribution of
income and wealth, the role of political power in determining who gets what, and the causes and
consequences of social inequality for specific groups.

II. COURSE OUTCOMES

At the end of this course, student will be able to:

Objective 1:  Identify their positions as members of a social class and the implications of their class
background.
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Rationale: Assignments, including reflection papers and essay exams, will engage students in an
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VII. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND READINGS
(samples)

Gilbert , Dennis. (2011). The American Class Structure in an Age of Growing Inequality, 8" edition. Thousand
Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press.

Supplemental Readings:
Adarms ManrianneWarran Rlumanfeld_—atr al 20123\ Raadivar for Nesarcit

and Socta [ Justice, 3™ edition. New York: Routledge

Grusky, David B. and Szonja Szelenyi. (2011). The Inequality Reader: Contemporary and Foundational
Readings in Race, Class and Gender, 2 edition. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

VIII. SPECIAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS

None required
IX. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aguirre, Jr., Adalberto and Dav1d Baker (2008) Structured 1 m’qua/zg/ in the United States:
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2" edition. Upper Saddle River, 'N]: Pearson- Prentice Hall.

Dombhoff, G. William. (2013). Who Rules America? The Triumph of the Corporate Rich
New York: McGraw Hill.

Hays, Sharon. (2003). Flat Broke With Children: Women in the Age of Welfare Reform. New
York: Oxford University Press.

Held, David and Ayse Kaya, eds. (2007) Global Inequality: Patterns and Explanations. Malden, MA: Polity
Press.
Hurst, C. (2012) Social Inequality: Forms, Causes and Consequences. (8" Ed). New York: Pearson.



Rothman, Robert A. (2005). Inequality and Stratification: Race, Class and Gender, 5* edstion. New York:
Pearson/Prentice Hall.

Seccombe, Karen. (1998). So You Think I Drive a Cadillac? New York: Allyn & Bacon.

Sidel, Ruth. (1996). Keeping Women and Children Last. New York: Penguin Books.

Stack, Carol. (1974). A/ Our Kin. New York: Harper Colophon.

Wilson, W. J. (2012) More than Just Race: Being Black and Poor in the Inner City. New York: W.W. Norton.
Wilson, William J. (1996). When Work Disappears. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.
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Liberal Studies Course Approval General Information

1. This course’s two yearly sections can be taught by numerous professors in the Department of
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discuss new possible content (in keeping with new pedagogy and research on the subject matter), and

review the course objectives, guidelines and grading criteria. Such meetings will ensyge the
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2. By virtue of the subject matter and content, this course focuses on the perspectives and
contributions of minorities and women, as well as the voices of individuals who, by virtue of their low

income ot low presnge occupations, are rarely allowed to speak w1th authority about their own lives
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Sample Assignment

Poverty Family Advocacy project
Soc 361 Social Stratification
Worth 20% of Final Grade
Introduction

Poverty rates in the United States began increasing during the last decade, and the current
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Online research and discussion board; 30% of total grade for the project

* Sign up as an advocate for one of the families in a particular topic area (e.g., “food” for the Jones

family). Since there are 16 possible advocate positions but 20 students in the course, two people can
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* Research your topic online. I have posted a few links that may be helpful, but you will have to do
more research on your own. In addition, you may want to contact and interview people who occupy
your advocacy role in “real life,” or people who are affected by this issue, or who work in or for
organizations that address this issue. Public/elected officials may also be useful sources of information.

¢ Post the results of your research on the course online discussion board either under your
advocacy role or under your family. I expect you to post at least 2 times during each week (excluding
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¢ Evaluate which policies/programs are effective in helping to alleviate poverty and which
ones are not, and explain why.

® Include any policy changes that you think need to be made if we are to seriously address

poverty and _its zttendant nwahlems in the Unired Statas

® Incorporate relevant material that you have learned in the assigned readings and class
discussions for the course. The best papers will make explicit connections between
your WebQuest observations, on the one hand, and concepts and analyses that have
been covered in the course, on the other.
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Syllabus of Record

SOC 361- Social Stratification

IV.  CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Prerequisite: SOC 151 3¢c-01-3cr
Examines leading perspectives in the major sociological subfield of social stratification.
Attention drawn to different ways of ranking people in human societies, issues concerning
the distribution of income and wealth, the role of political power in determining who gets
what, and the causes and consequences of social inequality for specific groups.

IL. COURSE OUTCOMES

In this course, students w11]
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meamngs and lmpllcatlons of their class background, and how their socio-

e eract with other aspects of their identitv and structural B
y
opportunities.

b) Compare their own class cultures, histories, and experiences with those of others
from diverse backgrounds, environments and nationalities.

c) Assess the role of power, politics, culture, social networks, and socialization in
maintaining a stratified society;

d) Evaluate the impact of classism on social policy and group relations in the
national and local contexts.

III. COURSE OUTLINE [Below are example topics and content for this course.]

WMoalr Ono Introadiictinone Nefinitione and Examnlec



Week Five:  Social Reproduction of Inequality
Socialization and Childrearing
Bourdieu'’s concept of Habitus
Lareau- Parenting styles

' Week Six: The lived experience of social class- Life at the Top
T .. bbb

Power Elite
The Top One Percent
Women of the Upper class
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Review and evaluate all material covered to date

Weeks Eight and Nine: The Lived Experience of Social Class- Life at the Bottom
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Segregation by class and race
The Working Poor

Rural vs. Urban poverty
Homelessness

Anti-poverty policy

Week Nine: Education and inequality
Who goes to college?
Schools and Neighborhoods
Private Schools vs. Public schools

Week Ten: Racial and Ethnic inequality
Black Wealth/White Wealth
Immigration and the racial hierarchy
Native Americans and poverty






VII. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND READINGS
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and Social Justice. New York: Routledge

Correspondents of the New York Times. 2005. Class Matters. New York: Henry Holt and
Company.

Gilbert, Dennis. 2008. The American Class Structure in an Age of Growing Inequality, 7t
edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press.

Grusky, David B. and Szonja Szelenyi. 2007. The Inequality Reader: Contemporary and
Foundational Readings in Race, Class and Gender. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

VIIL. SPECIAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS
Technology Skills and Software

Students enrolled in this course should possess the following technology skills:

¢ The ability to access information via the Web

e The ability to use an appropriate web based instructional software such
as Moodle and associated tools, including discussion/chat, quizzing, and
assignment submission features

¢ The ability to use word processing software and to save in either
Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format

o The ability to use Internet communication tools, specifically e-mail

e The ability to demonstrate appropriate online conduct

Technical Support
Technjral sunnart for comnyjter issjies and technology related to this course is.
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