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Introduction to the study of diversity in human soc1et1es w1th spec1a1 emphas1s on
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Social Science Education students who concentrate in Sociology or Anthropology
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V. Written Paper Assignment

Option A: You may write an analytical paper of 10-15 double-spaced
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this option, be aware that most of these books are pot in the IUP library,
and that your professor is not willing to lend his personal copies.
Therefore, in most cases you will have to make use of other libraries, or
of the IUP Interlibrary Loan Department. A detailed list of instructions
for preparing this type of paper will be provided at a later date.

Option B: You may write a traditional term paper of approximately 10-
15 pages. Normally, this would focus on one particular society of the
student’s choosing, but there are also other possibilities. I require
students to focus on a contemporary society rather than a preindustrial or
precapitalist one. The paper should say something interesting about the
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course., It would be foolish simply to try to write a general paper on a
particular society. You need some sort of focus. Thus a paper entitled
"The Soviet Union" is to be avoided, but one entitled "The Sociological
Significance of Gorbachev’s Reforms,” or "The Soviet Class Structure” would
make perfectly good sense. I'm sure you see the point. Students can also

. choose to write a more theoretical paper, if they like. There are many
possibilities. A list of general guidelines is also available for students
choosing this option.

Whatever your decision, please understand that I expect to discuss
your paper top1c w1th you and to approve it (you must have my approval
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10: Tuesday The Semiperiphery: Latin America (especially
Mexico and Brazil) (Chirot, pp. 183-85,
251-55)
Thursday The Semiperiphery: The East Asjan NIC’s

(Chirot, pp. 247-51, 255-56)
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Thursday The Periphery (Chirot, ch. 7 and
pp. 256-61) -
12: Tuesday ’ The Periphery (cont’d)
Thursday A The Soviet Union & Eastern Europe: Socialism

or Semiperipheral Capitalism?
(Chirot, pp. 147-54 and ch. 10; reread
Shannon, pp. 107-11, 157-60)

13: Tuesday The Soviet Union & Eastern Europe (cont’d)
Thursday The Socialist Response to Underdevelopment:
China and Cuba (Chirot, pp. 186-89,
275-78)
14: Tuesday The Socialist Response to Underdevelopment:
The Rest

Thursday Retrospect and Prospect: The Question of
: . Progress and the Future of the World
(Sanderson, Macrosociology, ch. 21)
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VII. Course Qutline and Reading Assignments

Week Topic/Assignment
1: Tuesday Course Introduction
Thursday Some Background Concepts & Theories
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Thursday Precapitalist Systems: Chiefdoms 4
3: Tuesday : Precapitalist Systems: Agrarian
Civilizations
Thursday Precapitalist Systems: Agrarian
Civilizations (cont’d)
4: Tuesday Marx on Capitalism
Thursday Wor1d-System Theory (Shannon, chs. 1-2)
§: Tuesday World-System Theory (cont’d)

—

Thursday Emergence and Expansion of the Capitalist
_ World-Economy, 1500-1900

(Shannon, c¢h. 3; Chirot, chs.

3-4, Wolf chs. 2, 4)

6: Tuesday Explaining the Transition to Capitalism
(Chirot, ch. 2; Sanderson, “Evolution
of Societies and World-Systems”;
Sanderson, Macrosociology,
: pp. 129-133, Wolf Chs 5, 6)
- i d ars ETRAT HOUR EXAM
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Since the mid-1970s sociologists have given increasing attention to an approach
known as "world-system analysis." This approach focuses on the evoiution of the
capitalist world economic system since about 1450 and assumes that the fate of
indiyidual societjes or nation-states within this.svstey ragant ha undarctond




(73

LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM

About this form: Use this form only if you wish to have a course inciuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended to assist you in developing your course to meet the university's
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De net use this form for technical, professional, or pre-professional courses or for remedial
courses, none of which is eligible for Liberal Studies. Do not use this {orm for sections of the
synthesis course or for writing-intensive sections; di{ferent forms will be available for those.

PART I. BASIC INFORMATION

A. For which caf.egory(ies) are you proposing the course? Check all
that apply.

LEARNING SKILLS
— First English Composition Course

Second English Composition Course
— Mathematics
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— Humaanities: Ppﬂosophy/Reﬁgious Studies
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appreciate the complexity, history, and current implications of what is being
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Liberal étudies Form -- 3

PART III. DOES YOUR COURSE MEET THE GENERAL CRITERIA FOR
LIBERAL STUDIES? Please attach answers to these questions.

A. This is not a multiple-section, multiple-instructor course.

minorities and women are given significant treatment throughout the course.
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attention to the racial and ethnic d1v1s1ons that have been h1stor1ca11y so
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conflict will also be given substantial attention in other parts of the
course, such as in the analysis of the Soviet Union. And of course the
entire historical basis for much contemporary ethnic conflict will be laid
out early in the course.
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Liberal Studies Form -- 4

- E. Six ways in which this course will contribute to students’ abilities:

1. It will certainly confront major ethical issues. How can one
analyze the contemporary state socialist countries and their relationship
to the West, or the problems of the contemporary Third World, without
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2. Naturally this course will define and analyze problems, evaluate
possible solutions, make choices, and so on. This will be a particularly
ireentaat. naoper oL +he agufandod dieeesian of fhaThird Wgsdd —

3. Students will be asked to take essay exams and write some sort of
general paper for the course.







Liberal Studies Form -- 2a

EXPLANATION OF LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS MET

'iie\:rﬂi?‘l_m-l-. p'}:&nmni-a.'r 5 .ﬁe'hi‘ 'E :
T i" » -

historical consciousness. The course briefly sketches the historical
evolution of human soc1et1es up to the advent of the modern cap1ta11st
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analysis of the emergence and expansion of Western capitalism over the past

five centuries. Particularly important to the analysis is an understanding
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encountered in the course of its expansion and evolution. The second half
of the course looks at the capitalist world-economy in the 20th century, .
and the final lecture will be devoted to a crude attempt to project the
future on the basis of our understanding of the past.

But in the process of expanding student historical consciousness in a major
way, 1t is hoped that the course contr1butes 1mportant1y to the enhancement
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