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Questions, Answers, and Practicatlvice
about Scholarly Writing

1. What should | write about? Reflect on your strengths rather than following trends. Explore the intersection of
your academic degrees, interests, and practical work experience; this is the most fertile area for innovative
thinking. Take the long view and write about what you see on the horizon. Consider your audience and strive
to be helpful and informative. Before you begin, ask yourself this question that is relevant to all writers of
nonfiction: “Why bring this information and this audience together at this time?”

Z Suggestion: Plan the conference session, article, or book that you wish you had experienced before you
started investigating the topic. Seek out “paper mentors” and webinars that offer advice.

2. How do I find the time? What if you were awarded a contract and guaranteed that your writing would be
published? Would you find the time then? If so, the underlying issue is fear of failure rather than lack of
time. No one “gives” you time to write, at least at first






The Take Away Message:

Publishing should not be viewed as shameless self-promotion or the antithesis of a commitment to teaching.
Throughout the world, professors have the obligation to teach, conduct research, and be of service to the
university and the larger community. Being an effective teacher and a responsible community member are
necessary and important; however, they are not sufficient to fulfill the teacher/scholar role. When we
accepted the role of professor, we agreed to enter the professional dialogue through research and
scholarship. Scholarly writing can keep us current, satisfy our need to create, build new networks of respected
colleagues, enrich and enlarge our teaching, open the door to professional development opportunities, and
allow us to make a contribution to our chosen fields.
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Making the Transitiorfrom Graduate Student Writing to Published Writing

CHARACTERISTIC DOCTORAWRITING PUBLISHEBVRITING

Audience a professor or committee a wide audience free to choose reading
obligated to read and willing to
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