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Summary	
	
	
In	creating	their	writing-enriched	curriculum,	Dr.	Lei	Hao	served	as	a	liaison	between	WAC	
and	
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Allied	Health	(Medical	Imaging	and	Medical	Technology)	

Department	Writing	Plan	
Rollout	Fall	2023	

Professional	and	Academic	Genres	in	Allied	Health	
	
Allied	health	encompasses	a	broad	group	of	health	professionals	who	use	scientific	
principles	and	evidence-based	practice	for	the	diagnosis,	evaluation	and	treatment	of	acute	
and	chronic	diseases;	promote	disease	prevention	and	wellness	for	optimum	health,	and	
apply	administration	and	management	skills	to	support	health	care	systems	in	a	variety	of	
settings,	such	as	hospitals,	outpatient	clinic,	clinical	labs,	and	long	term	care	facilities.	Allied	
health	professionals	build	bridges	between	clinicians,	social	care	workers,	and	
communities,	and	promote	the	health	of	groups	with	intersecting	vulnerabilities.	In	
addition,	Allied	health	professionals	have	a	crucial	role	in	addressing	health	inequalities	as	
they	are	an	essential	component	of	health	and	care	services,	working	in	multiple	settings	
beyond	health,	including	social	care,	education,	independent	and	voluntary	
sectors(Gkiouleka	et	al.,	2022).			

Allied	health	students	at	IUP	are	introduced	to	theories,	skills,	and	qualities	throughout	the	
curriculum	that	they	will	need	to	possess	when	they	enter	allied	health	profession.	Verbal	
and	written	communication	is	strongly	emphasized	throughout	the	curriculum.	Examples	
include	patient	assessments,	care	plans,	narrative	notes,	skill	performances,	
documentation,	use	of	an	electronic	health	record,	proper	use	of	medical	terminology	and	
communicating	with	other	healthcare	professionals.	Additionally,	allied	health	students	
need	to	be	able	to	write	research	papers,	critique	literature,	present	oral/poster	
presentations,	so	that	when	they	enter	the	field,	they	have	strong	communication	skills,	
particularly	as	they	write	to	audiences	including	patients	and	healthcare	providers.	

The	IUP	Allied	Health	Program	is	strongly	committed	to	helping	students	to	improve	their	
writing	skills	in	order	to	be	able	to	communicate	as	competent	health	care	professionals.	

Student	Writing	Skills	and	Abilities	
	
Students	in	allied	heath	need	a	variety	of	writing	skills	and	abilities	upon	completion	of	
their	degree	in	order	to	write	in	the	above	genres.	Professionals	in	allied	health	
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Course	Outcomes	Map	below)	and	in	almost	every	course	in	order	to	emphasize	to	students	
that	writing	is	a	critical	part	of	their	education	in	the	
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• Elect	at	least	one	faculty	member	to	continue	to	be	the	WAC/Allied	Health	liaison	
(this	should	count	as	department	Service)	

• Provide	all	newly	hired	faculty	a	copy	of	the	DWP,	and	recommend	attendance	at	
least	two	WAC	workshops	or	the	May	2-day	writing	workshop	for	Liberal	Studies	
faculty	

• All	faculty	should	add	“Department	Commitment	to	Writing”	statement	to	syllabus	
as	appropriate	

• Through	faculty	development	seminars	with	WAC	director,	workshop	attendance,	
and	writing-enriched	curriculum,	attempt	to	move	assessment	results	to	target	75%	
and	maintain	results	in	other	areas	

• Add	areas	for	the	teaching	and	assessment	of	writing	as	goals	on	department	and	
faculty	five-year	review	documents	

• Continue	to	update	the	writing	outcomes	curriculum	map	as	courses	are	added,	
removed,	and	revised	in	the	Allied	Health	curriculum	(and	communicate	these	
changes	to	the	WAC	Director)	
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Course	

	

	

Expected	Writing	
Outcomes		

(These	might	be	
explicitly	listed	in	
the	course	
objectives,	or	
implicit	through	the	
assignments)	
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clinical	implications	of	those	
results.	

NMED	

477	

Describe	the	
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487	 the	NMI	Program	

Improve	
communications	
skills	through	
service	

different	imaging	
techniques	used	in	clinical	
nuclear	medicine,	including	
SPECT,	PET,	and	planar	
imaging.	

Resume	with	cover	letter	
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history.	

UALH	

275	

Proficiency	in	the	
correct	use	of	all	
medical	and	
technical	terms	
which	are	necessary	
for	a	complete	
discussion	of	
sonographic	
procedures.	

Online	participation	and	
postings		

Writing	exam		

UALH	

276	

Develop	proficiency	

?8%
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the	LMP,	if	
applicable.	

UALH	

300	

Develop	proficiency	
in	the	correct	use	of	
all	technical	and	
medical	terms,	
which	are	necessary	
for	a	complete	
discussion	of	the	
sonographic	
procedures.	

Obtain	and	
accurately	
document	patient	
history.	

Online	Forums	

Posing	questions	

Writing	exam	

UALH	

301	

Demonstrate	
proficiency	in	the	
correct	use	of	all	
technical	and	
medical	terms,	
which	are	necessary	
for	a	complete	
discussion	of	the	
sonographic	
procedures.	

	

Peer	Review	 workbook	assignments	

UALH	

302	

Demonstrate	
proficiency	in	the	
correct	use	of	all	
technical	and	
medical	terms,	
which	are	necessary	
for	a	complete	
discussion	of	the	
sonographic	
procedures.
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read	and	well-
spaced.	

generally	
readable,	but	
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information	
that	enables	
them	to	make	
informed	
decisions	
about	their	
care.	

fully	informed	
decisions.	

patient	to	make	
informed	
decisions.	

make	informed	
decisions.	
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Areas	in	which	student	writing	is	BELOW	expectations	below	67	and	below	
	
Criterion	5:	APA	Style	

						year(s)																																exceeds/meets																																														emerging/below			
Spring	2022	 0/20%	 0/80%	

	
	

	

Analysis	and	Recommendations	from	the	WAC	Director	based	on	Assessment	
Results	
	
Students	in	Allied	Health	are	showing	impressive	command	of	necessary	writing	skills	and	
abilities	as	described	by	the	department	in	this	document.	The	faculty	should	be	applauded	
for	supporting	their	students’	writing	efforts.	I	have	two	recommendations	that	I	hope	
they’ll	consider	over	the	next	two	years,	before	their	biennial	assessment:	
	

• While	certainly	all	faculty	in	Allied	Health	have	expertise	in	the	use	of	APA	format,	a	


